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by Muriel H. Wright

Colonel Cooper's Civil War Report on
The Battle of Round Mountain

InTRODUCTION

Colonel Douglas H. Cooper, in command of the Indian De-
partment of the Confederate Army, reported the military ex-
pedition, in which the “Engagement at Round Mountain” i
listed as the first of three battles against Opothleyahola, the
noted Creek leader who headed the Union forces in the Indian
Territory one hundred years ago. Writere on the Civi) War have
usually given little attention to this first engagement, stressing
instead the outcome of the third fight—Battle of Chustenahlah
—when, the ¥nion Creeks were [inally deleated by Confederate
troops; and driven north with their familiea through winter cold .
snd snow as miserable refugees to Kansas. Yet the Battle of
Round Mountain began the bloodshed that led to this tragedy
for the Union Creeks and their allies, and started the bitter
divigion among the people of other tribes in the Indian Terri-
tory, during the Civil War.

Muriel Wright authored the following article that was pub-
lished in The Chronicles of Oklahoma, volume 39, Winter,
1961-62, pp. 352-397. Copyright 1962. Reprinted from The
Chronicles of Oklahoma (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Histori-
cal Society, 1962,




Colonel Cooper states that toward evening on November 19,
1861, after crossing to the north side of the Red Fork, now
Cimarron River, a detachment of Texas Cavalry under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel William Quayle, was forced to
retreat by a superior lforce of the enmemy in a skirmish that
ended in a “short but sharp confliet” after dark. Cooper gives no
clue to the exact site of the baitle nor does his description suggesl
the name “Round Mountain,” The records prepared by others
than Cooper and the officers of his command, during and imme.
diately after the Civil War, refer to the engagement oty November
19 as the Battle of Red Fork, The Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies first published the name of the engage-
ment as “Round Mountain.”

Colonel Cooper wrote the report at Fort Gibson on January
20, 1862, addressing it to the Confederate Secretary of War,
J. P. Benjamin at Richmond, Virginia. He closed with an
apology to the Secrotary for the sending the report, two months
after the flirst engagement against the Union Creeks, in No-
vember. Cooper with the officers of his command and the poorly
clad, practically antrained troops had experienced all the rigors
of a war in iteelf during these two months. The expedition had
set out to force Opothleyahola’s recognition of the recent Con-
federate Creek treaty, and to stop him and hia lollowers—more
than 3,500 men, womnen and children—on their march north from
their home settlements in the Creek Nation toward the mouth of
the Red Fork River, on the Arkansas. Cooper briefs the operation
of his troope in the field, giving very little about what happened
on the day of November 19. Where and at what titme in the
day did the Conlederate command overtake the followers of
Opothleyahola oh the march? Where was the appointed rendez-
vaous for—Opothiexhola's-armed -warriors? Where-was Opothleys-—
hola’s encampment just before the battle north of the Cimarren?
These are important points in making any logical conclusion
on the Creek leaders’ movements and plana in his opposition to
an alliance with the Southern Confederacy. A close study of
Colonel Cooper's report with those of his officers and other docu-
menta reveal the Battle of Round Mountain more than just one
“short but sharp conlliet” in a brief period of rifle fire between
the Confederate troops and Opothleyahola's forces, at some point
in the hills north of the Cimarron River.

Most historians interested in this subject besides searcher
and writers on local history have maintained that the Battle of
Round Mountain took place north of the river, near one of the
many hills some miles northwest of present Keystooe, a small







town that centere the region around the mouth of the Cimarron,
Yet none of these northwestern hilla is known as “Round Moun-
tain,” Old time Indians living in this vicinity since before the
Civil War, some of whom were participants, or were closely
apsociated with participants, in the fighting have held that the
battle between the Union Creeks and the Confederates on
Movember 19, the firet year of the War took place south of the
Cimarron. South of the river six miles, almost due south of
Keystone, is a high hill called Round Mountain in the extrerme
southwestern corner of Tulsa County, sbout twenty miles south-
weat of the City of Tulsa.

And now, another view has been developed in recent years,
on this Civil War battle. The Payne County Historical Society
has promoted the theory since 1949, that the first battle between
Cooper’s Conlederate forces and the Union Creeks in 1861 took
place near the Twin Mounds in present Payne County. This
theory discards a well known historical map and records, besidas
Civil War tradition in the region at the mouth of the Red Fork,
in the effort to prove the Twin Mounds as the sile of the first
battle against the Union Creeks.! Thia aite ig about eight miles
north of the Cimarron and more than forty miles west of Key-
atone by any trail in 1881,

A handsome atone monument was erected a few years ago
by the Payne County Society, about three miles northwest of
the town of Yale to commemorate the Twin Mounds location as
the site of the lirst Civil War battle against Opothleyahols.?
This gite for the Battle of Round Mountain has never been
accepted by the Oklahoma Historical Soclety in its statewide
program of marking historic sites_carried on since 1849. Nor has
the Twin Mounds’ site been proven correct to the satisfaction

| Angie Debo, “The Bite of the Battle of FRound Mountain, 1881
The Chrontcler of Qklakome, Vol. XXVII, No. 2 (Summer, 104), pp.
187-206, The battle rlte promoted In Payne County ts ln Sec. 8, T. 1)
N. RS E, about eight miles nonth of the Clmgrron River,

3 The historical programs promoted by the Payne County Soclety
heve been under the divection of Dr. Berlln B. Chapman, Professor Ln
Lthe History Department of Oklah Blate U iy, st Btillwater.
Dr. Chapman t» well known for his ressarch In Oklahoms history and
for his studies In this field, published in book form and in asiicles that
have appearsd fn The Chronicler of Oklahoma Jfrom tlme to Ume
soece 1933,




of Oklahoma historians and others interested in the history of
the Civil War in the Indian Territory.

The emphasie now given eventa of the Civil War in the
Indian Territory in the statewide program carried on by the
Oklahoma Civil War Centennial Commission calls for a review
of Cooper’s report at this time. The Civil War Commisaion is
producing an Oklahoma pictorial map theough the work of the
QOklahoma Historical Society's Committee on Historic Sites, giv-
ing the locations of battlea and other sites of the Civil War
period in this region. The Commission alse is forwarding plans
to erect markers and monuments at some of these aites, and to
conduct historical tours and programs to comumemotate out-
standing events of the War.

This review of Colonel Cooper’s Report of 1862 is presented
here in The Chronicles of Oklah based upon the well known
records and other historical materials that have been recently
brought to light relating io the Battle of Round Moountain, in
the interest of presarving the true history of the Indian Territory
in the American Civil War.?

THE STATEMENT o Mn. Jack T. ALEXANDER

The writer has kept in mind the subject of the Civil War
battle site in the Keystone region, having made field trips in
its vicinity and researched the records from time to time for
data since 1949, About two years ago, a letter was received from

3In t.hls review or Colonel Cooper's Report, the writér makes grate-
Tul ack t for the jgtance given In the compllation: to Dr.
Jamea H. Oardner, former member of the Board of Directors of the
Oklaboma Hlatorical Soclety and Presldent of the Gardner Petrolewsm
Company in Tulsa, who ls well acquainted with the Big Bend country
of the Arkancag In Pawnee County, through hls Work in the geological
feld for many years; and to Mr. Jack T. Alexander, 2 member of an
old Cherokee famlly, who has lived all his life lo Tulag County, and
has spent much Ume in search and study of the hills in the vicinity
of Keystane wnd Mannford, the old, traditional region of the Battle of
Red Pori, or Round Mountain since the titne of the Clvil War. Further
acinowledgement s due Mr Rohan H. Datt, Executlve Head of the
Amerkcan A tion of P Geologists, of Tulsa; Mrs, Orpha
RﬂmllofTulu.whoumlclearelmwtheBatﬂeolmem
tain Q In The Chronicles (1951 and 1850) ; and Bob Foreasman of
The Tuisa Tribune, thow recent fumre story appeared (MNovember 18,
19%1) in ation of the lal of the Battle of Round
Mountain, Mr. Art Stoneman and Charles Zickeloose, both ¢f Keystone,
whose familles have lived In this country since 1393, gave Information
on historic sites in this reglon.




Mr. Jack T. Alexander expressing his interest in proving the
gite of the Battle of Round Mountain near Keystone to correct
the error made by the proponents of the Twin Mounds’ site. His
interest in this subject has been important in the writer's inten-
sive research during the past year that has resulted in the study
atd review of Colonel Cooper’s Report. From his research in
the Kevstone region and reading over the writer's work file of
materinls, Mr. Alexander recently sent in a statement giving
his own conclusions on the site of the Battle of Round Mountain.
Since his stalement briefs important data’ for the Keystone
location of the battle, and summarizes the question promoted
by the proponents of the Twin Mounds site, it is given here to
point up the problem and historical data for readers of The
Chronicles before beginning the writer's review of Colonel Coop-
er's Report:

Documentary Evidence And Conclusions On
Site Of Round Mouniain

The events of the hegira of Opothleyahola's forces have
been generalized in several articles of fairly recent date drawn
from the Official Records, by Wiley Britton, Abel, Debo, Russell
and othetg and are familiar io those who have read them. There
are eome documents and details of events not generailly known
and sometimes in conflict with conclusions of writers of this
century, and for this reason should be presented.

The first document, and most important, is the map drawn
by dJohn T. Cox and submitted in 1864 with his report of Yahola's
movements. This cannot be ignored or taken lightly as Cox
compiled this information less than three years after it happened
from participants and evenls were fresh in their minds. Although
not to scale, Cox shows “Camp Gouge” and the Battle of Red
Fork very near the confluence of the Arkansas and Cimarron
Rivers, where he states the enemy was repulsed. He also shows
the Caving Banks and Hominy Falls sites accurately, so there
is no reason to doubt his Jocation of the first engagement of thia
BETIES.

Now, we find from a letter written by Colonel Cooper that
he was in camp near Thlopthlocco Square, Creek Nation on
October 29, 1861. Also that Colonel Drew was at Fit. Gibson
on October 31, 1861. On November 5, 18561 Colonel Cooper

1 These papers are clied as sources indicated in this review as Clvil
War Flle 1881, and are loented b the Editorisl Office flles.
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ordered Colonel John Drew to march up the Neosho with the
least delay to join and support Colonel Stand Watie, and from
a letter by Colonel Drew we find that he did so, arriving at
Camp Codey, Verdigris River on November 19, 1861, and was
still there according ig, dispatches dated November 25 and 27.
On November 27 Colonél Cooper wrote Drew, mentioned the
firet skirtnish, and stated that he would move part of hia forces
to the Lochapoka Town, part to Dick Coody’s, and part scout
back on Deep Fork and Morth Fork.

On December 2, Acting Adjutant-General R. W. Lee sent
a dispatch from Camp Perryman at Tulsey Town, stating that
from a Cherokee prisoner he learned that Yahola's forces were
camped “about aix miles above the mouth of Red Fork, on this
(north) side of Arkansas River and about twenty-five miles from
us.” This would be Walnut Creek, and the camp site was about
one mile from the mouth of the Creek. On December 4 from
Camp Denmark near the Kansas line, Colonel Watie inguired
{():t Colonel Drew as to the whereabouts of the “Discontented

reeks.”

We come now to the first letter of record written by other
than an officer. His first fame was Thornton, and signed his
letter with initials TBM. He participated in the firat and second
battles, was in preparation for the third, and states: “The first
battle we fought at Round Mountain about five miles North of
the Red Fork of the Arkanass"” Thia letter was written from
Camp Choska on December 23, 1861.

The account of Judge James R. Gregory, Ninth Kansaa
Cavalry, whose home was one mile south of present Bristow
during the Civil War appearing in the Galveston News, Novem-
ber 27, 1901, atates:

“Ooe body of the Unlon Creeks was ped on the Ard River
near the old Skistook piace (then In the Cherokee Nailon but now in
the Osage Natlon) and the others on the North Pork Rlver, above
mentioned. General Cooper with his forees procetded (o atiack the
Creek Camp on the North Fork River. The Unlon Creeks, under the
command of Chlef Opothleyahola marched lo one-fourth elrcle sround
the right flank of Cooper's army to the Northeasi, aiiempting to form
& junction with the Union Creeks on the Arkansas River, Before ihe
junction wus effected Oeneral Cooper's army overtook thls faction of
the Union Creeis croasing the Clmarron just at dusk. A battle ensued,
which was fought alter darknasy sel in, After stopplug the ndvance of
the Confederates, the Unlon Creeks proceeded pn the same night to
form the junction whic.h they had In wntemptnﬂon an the outset, and
whieh ther d the I Cooper did not
follow the Unton Creeks the mext d.sy. 'Imt retlred toward Choska to




walt reinforcements.

Copiea of these documents and others of the period have been
made available through the Editorial Department of the His-
torical SBociety, and in these let us first go back and establish
the positions of the forces, Cooper was almost directly south of
the mouth of the Red Fork River when at Thlopthlocco Town.
He deployed Drew and Watie to present Coody's Blulf on the
Verdigris, northeast of the Red Fork. If he was expecting Yahola
to go west or to the Walnut Creek in Kansas why did he pend
forces so far away? From eplitting his forces, according to the
letter of November 27, apparently he did not know where Yahola
was. Likewise, note Waties inquiry to Colonel Drew on Yahola's
locations.

Trooper “TBM™ states the battle was five miles north of
the Red Fork. The Payne County proponents by their own reck-
ohing place it eight milea north of the Red Fork. Also, if Trooper
TBM had seen the Payne County Twin Mounde he surely
would have used the plural designation. Now comes Judge Gre-
gory to state that the contemplaied junction was completed the
next day after the batile. Can someone explain how this large
body of people could move on foot overnight the distance involved
from the Twin Mounds site to the Skiatook settlement, over forty
aitlines miles? They could not, but they could have from the
region in PawneeCountyolSectlon 13, T.20 N, R. 8 E. on
Cowskin Creek, which is Jusl four and one-half rmles from the
Red Fork River and where, in 1876, Mr, J. C. Byers found the
wagon remnants and ¢amp debris.

In addition, let ws look up these camp sites of Yahola, as
pointed out by a descendent of one of Yahola's lollowers. The
first known is near Bristow, Section 27, T. 18 N, R. 9 E. {Rock
Creek, a branch of the Little Deep Fork) ; the skeond, Section 13,
T. 20 N, R. § E. {Cowskin Creek); third, Section 1, T. 20 N, R.
9 E, {Walnut Creek); fourth, Section 35, T. 21 N, R. 11 E.
{Delaware Creek); and fifth the Section 20, T. 2L N, R. 13 E,,
{Bird Creek). Trace these on a quadrengle map and the route
confirms the Cox map. When asked if the trail followed by
Opothleyahola could have, or did go any farther west than this,
the anewer iz “No.”

There is aleo the evidence as related by Elizabeth Sapulpa
and Willie Bruner, who were Creek Indians, and Sam Brown,
Euchee Chiel, as to four caves dug for protection about one-half
mlemrtho{oldFortArbucklewhi&uinSW Y of Section 2,

11
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T. 19 N., R. 10 E.,, Western Tulsa County, and about eight
miles east of the Byers site. The Cox map clearly shows a division
of forces by Yahola south of the Red Fork River showing that
they had knowledge of pursuit. Division of forces by Indiana
was a common military tactic. The wartors bore to the north-
weat and the Byers site and the non-combatanta were sent east-
ward to these cave gites and old Fort Arbuckle for their pro-
tection. In all our history of the American Indians can it be
found where they did not have uwimost concem for the safety of
family, women, children and the aged? Fort Arbuckle, built in
1844, was undoubtedly known to the reaidenis of the Creek
Mation, and used pa a Iandmark and reference point.

The lone bit of evidence that the Twin Mounds' proponents
have ia the wagop. remnants and debris found on the Salt Creek
neat there. Consider this: Item in the Ef Reno News for June
25, 1897, p. 6, col. 13 states:

The Cushing Herald savs: The batttr of Twin Mounds, Payne
County, fought pear the close of the war, betwesn Texas Rangers and
some northern men, when about thirty were kl]lcd and wounded, was
not 5a much s skirmish between Unlonists ard a3 bei certain
Texaa cattlemen who were trylbg to recapture thelr large tumber of
steers that had been confiscated by & band from somewhere up horth,
The battle put a stop to ional wholesale steallng of Jarge herds
of marketable beefs.

These findings are the result of much research, over two
yvears (1959-1961), many miles traveled, many times to all these
points mentioned solely in the intereat of historical accuracy.

—Jack T. Alexander

SoME NoTE: oN THE HBTOEY aAND ToPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES
OP THE WESTERN CREEK AND THE CHEROKEE SETTLEMENTS
BeFoRE THE BATTLE OF ROUND MOUNTAIN

Notea on the Iustory of the Tulsa region given by Dr. James
H. Gard in Chr les of Oklah for 1933, describe topo-
graphical features and historical events that relate to the location
of the Battle of Round Mountain, These notes are based on the
original reporta of Captain J. L. Daweon, of the Seventh Infantry,
who made {wo expeditions from Fort Gibson to the mouth of
the Red Fork, in 1831 and again in 1834

On his second expedition, Capiain Dawson reported a good
location for a proposed military poat on “a fine body of land,
6 miles square” on the north side of the Arkansas River just
eagt of the mouth of the Red Fork. The post was established




here by Major George Birch in the summer of 1834, buildings
were erected amd the new stockade fortification was named
“Camp Arbuckle” ("Fort Arbuckle") for Colonel Mathew Ar-
buckle, the Commandant at Fort Gibeon. Camp Arbuckle was
abandoned as a garrisoned post in the fall of 1834 but low mounds
of earth andd chimney atones marking the locationa of the four
main buildings are still seen on the site of this early day fort
in Wekiwa Township, north of the Arkansas River about eight
milea west of present Sand Springs, Even long after the Civil
War, one of the old buildings of stone and heavy timbers was
standing at the southeast comer of Camp Arbuckle. This site
ie a litde over one-half mile scuth of the old north boundary
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of the Creek Nation. A few yards south of this boundary line
and about one-fourth of a mile porthwest of the old poat ground
ia a deep, dry guich, in the sand banks of which the Union Creeks
constructed four, big dugout caves where many of the women
and children were Jipused about the time of the Battle of Round
Mountain. THese people were in the van of the Opothleyahola
followers—about 900, mostly women and children led by the
old men—who had come up from the Canadian River region
and the Deep Fork by early November, 1861, Alter the Battle
of Round Mountain, they were joined here by their menlolk
who were a part of Opothleyahola's warriors, under the com-
mand of Miceo Hutka. This band of warriors is said to have
remained here for a time before moving down the Arkansaa and
over to Shoal (or Hominy) Creek belore the Battle of Chusio
Talasa (Caving Banks), fought on December 9, 1861, Cooper's
report indicates that the remains of the [ortification at Camp
Arbuckle were undergoing additional construction, such as the
building of more shelter and repairing the stockade for further
use of the old fort. When Dr. Gardner located and visited the
gite of Camp Arbuckle in 1933—nearly 100 years after ita found-
ing and 70 years since the outbreak of the Civil War—, he saw
evidences of the fortification and piles of chimney stones, 6 to
15 feet across, on the sites of four original buildings. These had
stood about 50 to 100 feei apart at the corners of & quadrangle
within the grounds of the stockade. The stone in the original
buildings evidently had been hauled to the post a long distance,
but the timbers must have been of cedar from the fine cedar
forest in the vicinity, described hy Captain Dawson reporting
hia first expedition in 1831.

Dr. Gardner recently sent in a statement with a copy of a
letter from Samuel Kinney written in 1835, describing old Fort
Arbuckle near the Red Fork an the Arkansas ¢ The statement and
exact copy of the letter are given here:

In the Chronicies of Juhe 1093, (Volume XI, No. 2), we related the '

seareh which resulted In fixing the Jocation of the milltary extablichrent
erected in 1534 near the mouth of the Red Pork (Clmarron) FRiver

+In his betber of June 14, 1961, to the writer, relating to thly study
on the site of the Clvll War “Baitle of Round Mountain,” Dr. James H.
QOarner states: “I do wish Lo say that after a careful analyala of the
records, and the recent conference with you mnd Mr. Jack Alexsnder
on the subject, I am vonvinced the site of this engagement was in the
Keystone ares a3 had long been defended from good suthority . . . X
cat find no point to fit the accounts of the site of the enpsement
better than the Pyers locatlon insection 13, T 20 K. R. A B. .., .




menticned varlously us Camp Arbuckle, Port Arbuckle and particularly
in the war records as Post Arbuckle, belng an outpost from Ft. Gibson
for temparary protection of the setilers In thia portion of the Creek
Hatlon,

All that now yemalns at the site of the old post are four sizable
plles of sandstone rocks from the intions and vs which
were gathered Lo permit cultlvation in an open feld in 8WY section 2,
T. 19 N.. R. 10 E. In the weat portion of Tulsa county on the Bud Ander-
son farm. It is outside of the flond aren of the Cimarron Dam now
under eonstruction. The report of Lleutenant Samue) Kinney, of the
Beventh Tnfantty, written at Camp Arbuckle on Pebruaty 5, 1835, to
Major General T. 8. Jesaup. Quartermaster General, follows:5

Camp Arbuckle
February S5th, 1835,

Blr:

In June lnst, twe companies were detached from the Tih Regiment,
by order of Brig. Genl. Leavenworth, then commanding the South
Western [rontler, to select u site, at or near the mouth of the Red Fork
of the Arkaneas River, and to erect a for{ upon the same. Brevt. Major
Birch commanding the detachment, selected a site, three mlles below the
mouth of the Red Fork, on the teft bank of the Atkansss River and
half a mlle from 1t.

By virdue of Order No 1 of Ocl. 22, 1834 eminating from the Head
Quarters of the South Western frontler, this Post was sbandoned, and
the troops withdraen, with the exceptlon of a smal]l detachment left
under my command, to gusrd B quantity of stares forwarded to this
Post, during the symmer from Fort Glbson.

This Post is distant trom Port Gibson seveniy INve miles, W. NW.
twenty flve. The works at thls Pust were commenced in June last,
but, owthg to 4he slckness of the troops, they progressed slowly. The
drawlng herewith enclosed, exhilbits the ground plen of the bulldings
erected, they are all built of square hewn timbers, {(with the exception
of the kitchens) the quarters are one story, the Blockhouss two, shingle
roofs, and bulit upon foundations of stone, raised a foot and s hnll' ahove
the surface of the ground. Each of the comphny and olficers quarters
Is pne continuous bullding, divided into 2 rooms of 22 feet squnre, with
» vacant space, 4 ft. wide, between Lhe tooms, The exterlor walls are
cantl , beltg intended as B lloe of defenss, having for that purpose
oop holes l:ut in them. ‘Temporary floors are laid in the Blockhouse,
two rooms of the company quarters and one of the Officers. They are
otherwlse rendered temporartly occuplable by the troops.

S From the Natlonal Archives and Records Service In Washington
. ., we have obtained the photostat copy of a hend-written letier
from this poat In 1535 by Lt Samuel Kinney to General T, 8, Jessup
which describes the post. Kinney states that he enclosed with his letier
a drawing t¢ exhlbit the ground plans of the bulldings but untartunately
a search by the archivist i cherge of the Early Wars Branch falled
to find it In the flles

15
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Wo Hosphal has been erected, the quarters adjacent to the Company
Kltchen are occupled as an Hoapltal,

Mo storehouses have been erected, The Blockhouse being wcupled
n& 3 storehonse.
I am, Bir, respectiylly
Your Mst. obl. Servt.
Saml. Kloney
Lieut & Act, Asst. QMdaater
Comdag. Detachmt, Tth Infy.

Majr, Genl T. 8. Jesup
QuarterMaster Genl.
Washington City
0. C.
—Jamey H. Gardner
- LTI
. .
THE Bic 0sacE War aND HUNTING TRAIL THAT
BECAME THE DawsoN Roap

Other than pointing out a location for the new military post
on the Arksnsas in 1834, Captain Dawson's main work on his
second expedition was marking the “Big Oaage War and Hunting
Trail”é south from the mouth of the Red Fork to the mouth
of Little River on the Canadian, in present Hughea County. Here,
another military post known as Camp Holmea (old Fort Holmes)
was built in the same year. This Osage Trail ran from the Clare-
more Mound region (present Rogers County) south and west
along the north side of the Arkamsas 10 & river crossing about
twelve miles below the mouth of the Red Fork. Dawson marked
the Osage Trail beginning at a crossing about two miles below
the mouth of the Red Fork, and continued west about a mile,
passing arcund the low wooeded hill that stands at the east edge
of present Xeyatone; thence, south to the head of Rock Creek,
passing en route through the prairie that lies immediately east
of Round Mountain, in present Tulsa County. This bald, round
hill (947 leet) ia-the lower of two elevations, the second (1033
feet) of which is broken in outline and wooded, stapding a little
over a mile southeast,

Dawson blazed the full length of the Big Osage Trail, placing
high mounds of earth reinforced with stone and timber at inter-
vals, to serve as markers at special places along the way, Old
Itirners have eaid one such marker on top of Round Mountain

§ The Big Osage War pnd Hunilng Trall had refertnce to the trall
used by the "Great Osage” tribal division, whose villages were located
In western Missour] o 1800,




could be seen Irom the Dawson Road as it becamne known in
history.

The Dawson Road was traveled by the Delawares and the
Shawnees from their settlements south of the Canadian, on their
way fo visit their tribeamen and the Indian agencies in Easlern
Kansas, long before the Civil War. The same trail, with some
detours and side trails was the main route through the western-
most settlements of the Creek Nation for many wyears. These
settlements were in the western part of present Creek and
Okfuskee counties, on the east edge of the Cross Timbers, a
wide band of rough country covered with blackjack and heavy
undergrowth from 30 to 50 miles wide extending from the Red
Fort to the Arkansas River, forming a natural barrier to the
western prairies and plains far west.”

Some of the “towns" {communities) in the western Creek
settlement along the old Dawson Road and other trails in the
vicinity that are specially mentioped in the campaign against the
Union Creeks, were Thiopthlocco, on the North Canadian River,
about eight miles south of present Okemah: Greenleal’s Town
(or Store) on the north side of the North Canadian, about four
miles morthwest of Thlopthlocco; Arbeka and “towns" nearby
north of the Canadian, in the vicinity of present Boley; Big
Pond north of the Deep Fork, some six or eight miles southeast
of present Depew; Sell’s Store about three miles north of the
Little Deep Fork, at a crossing on Brown's Creek; and about
four miles up the Little Deep Fork northwest of Sell's Siore,

7 The Cross Timbers and the Arkansas Rlver fortmed the natural,
western boundary for the Creeks and the Cherokees befora Lthe Civil
War, even though thelr land claims extended- {gr west beyond thesp
barriers. All the country west of here, extending sonth from the Arkan-
zas {in present Kansast to the Canadian, though it overlapped the
Cherokee, Creek and Beminole lands, was acknowledged as the terrltory
of the Comanche, Klows and Klowa Apache by the Treaty of Fort
Atkinson In 1854. The late 18508 saw this western reglon as dangerous
Fround after the big batties fought by TS troops and Texans Ifrom
the Bouth, aguinst the Comsnches. It was gtiil more dangercus gt the
cutbreak of the Civil War, with the withdrawal of ithe U. 3. troops Irom
the Indian Territory, In May, 1861, and the occupatlon of the milltary
posts by Confederate troops. None of the eastern Indlans would think
of taking thelr familiex and settling in the weatern country at thie time,
particularly the Unilon Creeks. For them, the Blg Bend Country along
the Arkansas in the Cherokee Qutlet was the “Iar west” to which they
were Invited by James McDanjel and other leaders, and the trails to
thia region led due north from the Canadian to the Red Pork through
the Creck seftlements ai the enst edge of the Cross Timbers.
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on the south side of the stream, wae the principal tribal town
of the Yuchi (or Euchee), “Long Tiger Town” in the vicinity
of the present Slick, in Creek County, There were also Yuchi
living on Big Salt Creek, a branch of the Deep Fork, south of
present Depew; some lived on Euchee Creek, on Rock Creek
and on Salt Creek, a branch of the Red Fork, in the Red Fork
Settlement. This was wild, sparsely settled region, the north-
western frontier of the Creek Nation in 1861. Tulsey and nearby
Locha-poka close to the tiver, on the aite of the present City
of Tulsa, were the northernmost Creek iribal towns of this
northwestern frontier.
SKIATOOKA'S SETTLEMENT

Soon after the government survey of the north boundary of
the Creek Nation in 1850, the same line as the south boundary
of the Cherokee Qutlet, a number of Cherokees came to live on
the north side of the Arkansas River as far west ag the Big Bend
where Cleveland is located, in present Pawnee County, This is
the first Big Bend in the Arkansas above the mouth of the
Red Fork, which with other bends farther west upstream is in
the big logp of the Arkansas that forms the Great Bend Country,
or Big Bend Cpunti¥..in this region, now Osage County, Okla-
homa. Each of these lesser loops of the winding Arkansas is also
known locatly as the “Big Bend,” by people living in the vicinity.
The farthest west of the Cherokee settlements was Shiatooka’s
place near the present site of Osage, on the north eide of the
Arkansas about two miles below Cleveland which is in the Big
Bend of present Pawnee County. Other Cherokees lived east on
the streams some miles down the Arkansas, and over on Hominy
(or Shoal) and Bird Creeks and their tributaries. This region
was the northwestern frontier of the Cherokee Nation, known
a8 Skiatooka’s settlement before the Civil War,

On Hominy Creek a few miles above the mouth on Bird
Creek lived James McDaniel,! a2 prominent Cherokee who was

8 James MeDanlel was the grandson of a Scot by the name of
MeDanlel and his fullblood Cherckee wife, whose three children were
Alexander, Lewls and Catherlne. James McDanlel lived on Salequavah
Creek, Georgla in 1835, and served as one of the early edltors of the
Cherokee Phoeniz, He came west during the Removal from
in 1838, and made his bome on the Ilinois River In Geoing Snake District
until he moved west to Cooweescoowee District shout the time of ls
organization in 1854. When the Cherokee Regiment was organized in
May. 1861, to proteci the Cherokees llving on the northern border, Chier
John Rosa appointed James MeDaniel as Capiain of Company D, under
the command of Colonel John Drew. The slgning of the Conlederate
Cherokee breaty st Park Hi, Ogiober 7, 1001, was immedlately followed




neutral in his stand in the struggle between the Morth and the
South at the outbreak of the War in 1861, It was through his
approval and counseling with Skiatooka and others that Opoth-
leyahola brought his people north of the Arkansss into the
Cherokee Ouilet after the batile of Round Mountain, having
previoualy designated Skiatooka's setilement as the rendezvous
where all the Union Indians were to meet.

Contrary to the generally accepied idea and writings of
historigns that Opothleyahola and his people were in hurried
flight to Kansas when they first moved north, these Union groups
had set out on their march for the Red Fork Settlement, and
encamped near the, mouth of the Red Fork just north of the
Creek boundaty, to await aid of Federal lorces that were promised
them from the North. The Union Crecks were waiting for this
aid when they were attacked by Colonel Cocper’s Confederate
troops, and the hot fight took place, known in history as the
Battle of Round Mountain. Just after this battle on the night
of November 19, Opothleyahola with his warriors crossed to the
north side of the Arkensas and encamped at the appointed ren.
dezvous, in Skiatock's settlement.?

James McDaniel himsell as well as Skiatooka immediately
joined the Union Creeks, and fought in the second battle at Cav-
ing Banks on Hominy Creek, December 9, as a leader of the 400
Cherokees who had defected the day before from Colonel John
Drew's Confederate Cherckee Command. Showing the location
of Opothleyahola’s camp for the Confederate troop movements
belore this second battle, Colonel Drew'a letter written at Camp
Brown on December 1, states: “Opothleyahola’™s camp is in the
Cherokee Nation on the same creek that Capt. McDaniel lives

by Albert Pike's order organizing Drew's Regiment for =ervice ln the
Contederate Army. Though Captain McDaniel was automatically in
the new organization, he served only a short time, if at oll, under |ts
Confederate command. Btrongly newiral i his stand i the War just
beginning, he jolned Opothleyshoda's forces after the Battle of Round
Mpuntain and fought in the big baitle at Ceving Banks on December §.
on the glde of the Union Creeks. He later was commissioned Captain
of Company A, b the Hecond Indlan Home Guard Regiment of the
Union Army. He served with the Unlon troops in a number of battles,
Inclyding Prairie Grove, A.rlu.nsu and Col'fm Srmnsa near Welling,
Oklahoma. He was Cherokee del te Wi after the War,
and signed the agreement admitling the Delawares 1o citizenship rights
1 the Cherokee Natton. He died while ln Washington about 1867. It ia
reporied that he was burled in the Arlington Cemetery.

9 James R Ciregory, op. cil., In Civll War Flle, 1861.
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on, about peventeen miles above.”'% The next day—December 2
—Acting Adjutant Generat R. W, Lee wrote from his head-
quarters,’! Camp Perryman at “Tulsey Town Settlement,” stat-
ing that Opotheleyshola on this date was “about 6 miles above
the mouth of the Red Fork, on this {North) side of Arkansas
River, and about 25 miles from ua in considerable forces. . . .”
These statements from the Confedernte commanders, ‘Drew and
Lee, point to Opothleyahola’s position on Walnut Creek on the
north side of the Arkansas, Yeare after the Civil War, Postoak
whose relatives had been with the Union Creeks in the Battle
of Round Mountain searched out Opothleyahola’s camp site from
information given him, at a location on the east side of Walnut
Creek, about a mile north of the Arkansas

The head of Walnut Creek (nlmost due morth from its
mouth) ia only a few miles from the head of Wild Horee Creek,
& branch of Hominy Creek. Old maps show & country road up
Walnut Creek to the present community of Wiltd Horse in Osage
County, and thence a dim trail leads along Wild Horse Creek
over to Hominy Creek, the airline distance from the mouth of
Walnut Creek to the mouth of Wild Horse Creek being about
twelve miles. By December 1, 1861, the Union Creeks had
gathered “in considerable forces,” apparently strung out in
their campa from Opothleyahola's location (on Walnut Creek)
“& miles above the mouth of the Red Fork,” on the north side
of the Arkansas, over to a location on Hominy Creek, “sevenicen
miles above James McDanjel'’s, These positions are borme out
by these statements in the reports of the two Conlederate officers,
Colone]l John Drew, of the First Cherokee Regiment, and Adju-
tant General R. W. Lee, of the Texaa Brigade.

Within less than a week after Lee's report of December 2,
Opothleyahola’s warriors—about 1,500 Creek, Seminole, Yuchi

1v Originel letter, R, W. Lee, A A Adjt. Genl. Brigads, Indlan Depart-
ment, Camp Perryman, Tulsey Town Settfement, Dec. 2, 1881, to Col.
John Drew, CS.A., Comdy, Cheroker Regt.—Clvil War File 1881

1} Ortglnal letter, Col. John Direw (onsigned), Head Qris. Chero.
Regt., Camp Brown, Dec. 1, 1381, to Lt Col. Ross (ibid.) John Drew was
commissloned Colonel of the Regiment of Cherokee Mounted Volun-
teers, and Wiillam P. Ross, Lisudenant Colonel, by aAlbert Plke, Com-

of the Confed Ytates to the Indlan Natlons West of
Arkanaas, st 'Purk HBI Oct, T, W61 (Original paper, id.). John Drew,
Was & D the Western Cherokees, and a slgner of

the Cherokee comumtmn at Tuhlequah, Sept, 4, 1339, (Csrolyn Thomas
Foreman, “Early History of Webber; Falls", The Chronicler of Okia-
hami, Vol. XXIX, No. 4 (Winter, 1851-1052), p. 457, Additlonal bio-
graphical noles on John Drew appear i this article),
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and some Delaware and Kickapoo “all painted up for a fight”’—
had swarmed dowm Hominy Creek to a position mear Caving
Banks, given ag “Camp McDaniel” on the Cox Map, a primary
source that shows the movements of the Union Indians in the
Opothleyahola campaign. This point is one of many that prove
the reliability of this remarkable map dvéwn by Agent John Cox
in 1864, from data supplied by participants in the battles against
Opothleyahola and by James McDaniel, all of whom were mem-
bers of the Union Indian Home Guard Regiment stationed at
Fort Gibson in 1884.1t

Coroner Coorer's REPORT ON THE BATTLE
©oF Rounp Mountain

The portion of Colonel Cooper’s report written on January
20, 1862, relating (o the battle near the Red Fork with the three
reports of his two officers, Captaina M. J. Brinson and R. A.
Yol_mg, is given here as published in the Official Records of the
ﬂnﬁn and Confederate Armics, Series 1, Vol, VIII, pp- 51,
OPERATIONS INNINDIAN TERRITORY
0. 1

" Report of Col. Douglas H. Covper, First Choctaw angd CThickasaw
ﬁsﬂr{l‘?‘?l commanding Indian Depariment, of operations MNovember

12 John T. Cox, born mnd educated ln Ohlo, moved to Eansas In
1857. He Jald out :lx new lowmsites ax county surveyor, ard served as
& tlerk in two sesslons of the Eansas TerrHorial Legislature before the
summer of 1861, at which time he enlisted in the Union Army at Port
Linco)n, in Bourbon County. In the spring of 1862, he asalated with
the organlzation of the Indlan Home Guard regiments, Cox served as
first lleutenant and as quartermaster in these regl ts. In D ber,
1082, he was engaged in mapping the country through which the Unlen
ATmy , and was present at the Battle of Prairle Grove, Arkansas,
where he mapped the battlefield for Horper's Weekly. He was Inter
appolnted U.9. Indlan Agent, and was at Port Gibson where the Indian
Regimenta were quartered In the spring of 1884, He made his map
showing the movements of Opothleyahola's followers in 1861, from data
supplied by particlpants in the battles aguinet ¢he Unlon Creeka and
by Captain James McDanlel who enlisted in the Indian Home Guard
reglments when they were organized. In submitiing his map Lo the
US. Indian Office during the War, My, Cox spoke of “the facilithes
within my reach for obtaining facts connected” with the remurkable
exodus of the Unton Creeks from thelr Nation in 1861.—Bee blography of
“John T. Coxn,” by Dean Trickett, Clvil War suthority of Tulsa, In
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXIX pp. 403-4, and also, leiter of
Johm T. Gox in Commissioner of Indlan Alfsirs, Report 1864, The orighe
nal of the Cox Map L& in the National Archives.
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Headguarters Indlan Department
Fart gbsoW,.Cherokee Notion, Jaruary 20, 1§82,

BIR: Huving exbauvsted every means It my Power Lo procure an
Interview with Hopoelthleyohola, for the purpose of effecting a peaceful
settlement of the difflculties existing between hl3 party snd the con-
stituted authorities of the Creck Natlon finding that my written over-
turu. made through several of the leadi tak _were t d with

if not pt, by him, snd having received d positive evid
that he had been for a considerable length of tme in correspondence,
i not alliance, with the Federal authoritd¢a in Kansas, I resolved to
ndvmce upon him with ihe forces under my c¢ommend, and elther
lon o the authorities of the nation or drive nim and his
pnrly from the couniry.

Accordingly, on the 15th day o! November last, the troops, con-
slsting of six componies of the Pirst Reg Ch and Chich
Mounted Rifles; a detact from the Fourth (Ninth} Regiment Texas
Cavalry under Lleutenant-Colonel Quayle; the Creek regiment, under
Col. D. N. McIntosh, and the Creek and Semingle battalion, under
Lleut. Col. Chilly McIntosh {the Creek war chief), and Maj John
Jumper (Chief of Semincles), in all aboul 1400 men, were moved up
the Deep Fork of the Canpdian towarda ihe supposed camp of Hopo-
elthieyohola’s forces. The camp, which had been abandoned, was
found, and the trail from it followed, with varied prospects of success,
untll the 19tk of the month named, on which day some of the dl.snﬂectcd
party were seen and a few prisoners taken. From these prisoners Lnfor-
matlon was obtained that = portlon of Hopoelthleyohola's party were
near the Red Fork of the Arkansas River, on their route t0wards Walnut
Creek, where & fort was being erected, and which had for some tlme
been their intended destibatlon in the event of not recelving promised
ald from Kansaz before belng mensced or attacked.

After crossing the Red Pork it became evident that the party was
near #nd the commsnd was pushed rapidly forward. About 4 o'clock
p.an, some camp smokes were discoversd In front s short distance snd
the enemy's scouts seen pt various pointe, A charge was ordered to be
made by the detachment of Texas cavalry under command of Lleu-
tenant-Colonel Quayle, upon the camp, which, however, was found to
have been recently decerted. Other scouls, belng discovered beyond
the camp, were pursued by the Texss troops aboul 4 miles, when they
disappeared in: the timber skirting & creek, upon which it wea afterwards
ascertained the forces of Hopoelthleyohola were then encamped. While
searching for the fugitives the troops wers flred upon by the concealed
enemy, and 1 man was killked. The enemy immedlately appesred Lo
Inrge force, and oux troops, rallying and forming, succeeded in making
& stand tor a short tlme, when the efforts of the vastly superlor force
of the enemy to outflank and inctose them caused them Lo retire.

During the retrest towards the main body of our forces n conslant
fire was kept up on both sldes. Many of Lhve enemy were killed, and
on cur part 1 officer and 4 men and 1 man wounded. Bo soon a5 the
Hring was heard st the position of the main body the Choclaw and
Chickasaw regiment was formed and advanced towards the enemy.




‘The exceeding darkness of the nlght rendered the relative position
of our {riends and foes uncerisin and restralned tbe firing on our part
untl the enemy wan within 60 yards of aur line. Even then the order
to fire wos withheld until Col. James Bourland, of Texas {my voluntesr
alde on the occasion), and myself rode to the front, and the former
called Lo those aproaching, asking If any Texans were there, which was
answered by the crack of the enemy's rifles. A brisk flre was then
opened by compenies I amd K, under Capiains Welch and Young, and
by companies D, E, snd G, ynder Captalns Hall, Reynolds, and Me-
Curtaln, a5 they 1y took poslt After a shor{ but sharp
conflict the {iring of ihe enemy ceased, and under cover of the darkness
he made goixd his reireat. Aboul 50 Choctaws and Texans were then
sent out, under Aotg. Asat. Adjt. Gen. R. W. Lee, to examine the ravine
in Iront and on the flnnka, when it was found that the enemy had left
the field and retrested in the direction of thelr camps.

During the aotlon the line was re-enforced by portions of Captalns
Brioson's, T. G. Berry's, J. E. McCool’s, and Btewart’s companies, of the
Texus regiment, ender Lisutenant-Colonel Quayle, and by a few Creeks,
under Lieut, Cpl. Chilly MeIntosh, Captajn Severs, and Lieutenant
Berryhill, In the last encounter we had 2 men severely wounded and
1 glightly. Many horses were shot. Cur men escaped mulnly in conse.
quencs of being dismounted srd by Iiring efther kneeling or lying
down. Our entlre loas In the engagement was 1 capr.nln and § men

killed, 3 severely and 1 alightly ded, ahd 1 Pr taken
since the battle concur in stating the bnss of the enemy Lo have been
about 119 kllled and wounded,

Boot: after daylight on the 20th the maln camp of the enemy was
entered, and It was found that they had precipltately abendoned it,
leaving behind the chief's bugiy, 12 wagons, flour, sugsr, coffée, sall,
i, bealdes many cattle and ponles. Hopoelthleyohola's force in this
engugement has been varfously estimated wt from 200 to 1,200 Crechs
and Beminoles pod 200 (o 300 negroes,

The conduct of both offlcers and men within the stope of my
observation was marked hy greal coolness and coursge, I would par-
tlcularize a3 worthy of high dation the fuct of Col. James
Bourland (who kindly v d his vatusble services on this occaslon
and at other times); Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. R. W. Le¢; Maj. Mitchell
Lafiore; Licut. Joseph A. Carroll, arling ndjutant Choctaw and Chicke-
smaw Mou.nted Rifles; Capts. . (3. Welch, R. A. Young. snd Lem, M.

nding Chickasaw panies, and Capts Joseph R. Hall
and Jackson McCurtain, ding ( & of the Choc-
taw and Chick ted Rifles; LY t-Colonel Quayle and

Captalns Brinson and McCool, of the Texaa regiment; Capiain Bevers,
of the Creek regiment; Lieut. Col. Chilly McIntosh, Creek battalion;
Lieut. Samuel Bertyhill, of the Creek regiment, and Maj. J. Jumper,
Zemincle battalion.

The promptness with which the Choet and Chick
Into line and the stendiness with which they maintained their posltion
during the eniire sction merit ungqualified praise, especally when It is
consldered that the night was extremely dark, the number and posltton
of the enemy unceriain, and that Lhey stood for the first time under
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an enemy's fire,

The following Is 4 list of the killeq and wounded: W. J. Lyttle,
Capiain Welch's squadron Choctaw and Chickssaw regiment, severely
wounded: Danlel Cox, Captaln Welch's squadron Choctaw and Chicka-
saw regiment, slightly wounded; Capt. C. B. Stewart, Texns regiment,
klled: John H. Gmw Texas resl.ment idlled; —— Reed, Texas reglment,
killed; — Ji Texas regl t. kllled; John Friend, Texas regi-
ment, severely woundcd' — Emith, Creek reglment, killed; — Smilth,
Creek regiment, severely wounded: one kllled, name nat reported

» L) - L] L] » L] L]

Thisr report has been long delayed, but ihe apparent neglect will,
It 15 hoped, be Justifled when it 1s considered by the Department that
we have been constantly in the fleld on active service since the events
reported pntil within the past two weeks, durleg which the placing of
the troops In winter guarters hes engsged my time and attention.

I have the honor, sir, ta be. very respectiully, your obedient servant,

DOUGLAS H. COOPER,
Colonel, C. 5§ Army, Commanding indian Depariment.

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN

Fecretary of War, Richmond, Va.

No.1
Report of Capl, M. J. Brinson, Ninth Teras Coevairy, of engegement
at Round Mounigin.
Camp Wiison
Oreek Nation, Novetnber 25, 1881,

BIR: I hereby transmit to you an account of the battle fought on
the 19th Instant:

‘The atiack was brought on by the second squadron about supset,
composed of about 70 men. 1 was promptly alded on my right by
Captain Berry and on my lefi by Captain McCool, who formed In my
own, or secorwd squadron. After firlng Ifrom three to Ilve rounds I
perceived the enemy In strong positlon and faree, numbering some 1,500
Indians, abd flanking my small force upon the right and leit, I had
necessatily to fall back to the main command, some 2% milles, under
# heavy retreating fire. The whole command=-in which I fought my
own squadron, Captaln Berry's company, a part of MeCool's, atd & part
of Captain Willams' company — I am confident did not amount La
excoeding 154 men.

In my own company I regret to have to report the loss of John
H. Crow. & private, killed. Mone wounded. One horse, 1 gun, and 5
powder-flasks lost,

Yery pectiully, your servant,

M. J. BRINSON
Commanding.
Lieut. Col, Willam Quayle.




No. 3
Reports of Capd. R. A. Young, First Choctaw and Chickesaw Regiment,
o} engapement at Round Mounimin.

Springfield Camp,
Chergkee Nation, November 30, 1861,
COLONEL: Oon the 1ith instant, o Wille sfier night-fall, we were
ordered bo saddle up and mount gur horses, and the order was given to
mearch. Aftsr marching about 200 Lo 300 yards we were ordered to halt
and form, which we did, and then advanced (to with} in about 150
yards of the enemy and dismounted. While dlamounting we were flred
ot and 2 of our horses shot. My men dlumounted in good order, and
T vrdered them to advance and flre We ad\rmced 8 or 10 paces from
ouy horssz and flred, the Pa fire oo us. We

loaded and fired the third l.lme and stlenctd the enemy'a guns

The prairle wes on fire o my right, and as we advanced Lo the
attack 1 could see very distinctly the ¢nemy passing the fire, and I
supposéed & large body of men (200 or 300), but they were about 300
yards from me and the prairle was burning very rapldly, and I may
have taken the motion of the grass tor men.

I loat & horate In the fight; thoas that were not mortally wounded
stampeded, and we could not find them next morning. [ suppose the
engagement lasted [ifteen minutes.

I wim, colonel, respectfully, yours,
R. A. YOUNG,
Cagpt, Comdy. Co. K, Ist Regt. C, and C. Mounted Rifles,

Col. I, H, Cooper
Commanding Indien Department,

— —, 1881.

COLONEL: On the mornlog of December {November] 13 T waa
ordered to bring up the resr with my equadron, and about 8 miles from
camp the rear guard sent me 5 message that they were attacked by the
enemy. I immedistely wheeled the squadron and went back to their
neaistance and got about half s wmile, [when) 1 discovered the eneny
retreating towards the creek, I formed, and Colonel Cooper rode up
and ordered me Lo charge, After pursuing about 2 mllea we came io
the creek and I dismounted my men and advapced into the swamp, but
not finding the enemy, I ordered the men to retwn to thelr horsea
and mount. My squadron was on the right of our eommeand, and after
I had mounted the squadron I recelved orders from Colonel Cooper to
form on the left of the Texas regiment, and in order to get to the left
of the Texus regiment I had to pass down the creek, und discovered the
reglment coming up to my right, pnd about the eame time dlscovered
the enemy to my right in & bend of the creex, formed around a house,
I formed and charted. We routed them from this position and followed
them into the swamp 200 yards. They flanked us, and I fell back to
the house In order to prevent them from surrounding us, We advanced
on them a second (lme, and were competled to tall beck to the house in
consequence of thelr flanking around. We had oy 30 men in the
squadron, while the enemy had 409 or 500, fighting us with al! the
advantages of the creek on us and A pl natural k to
protect them,
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1 have to report the death of Private F. T. Rhodes and 9 others
wounded in the squadron.

We fought them between three and five hours.

I am, colonel, respectfully, yours,
R. A. YOUNG,

Captain, Choctawy and Chick Mounied Rijles, C. 8§, Army.
Col. D. H. Cooper,
Commanding Indlan Deparimeni

Captain Young's second report presented above (rom the
Official Records has genemlly been discarded by historiane
writing on the Opothleyahola campaign since the text of the
report seems to give a description of Young's action at the Battle
of Chusto Talasah (Caving Banks) fought on December 9, 1961,
However, a close reading of this report in the light of other
reliable data on the batile at the Red Fork or Round Mountain i9
startling in its description, and reveals much that happened dur-
ing the day of Movember 19, not given by Cooper, The writer here
has no valid resson to doubt the original editing of Young’s
report and ite inclugion in the Official Records with that of
Colonel Cooper, on the “Engagement at Round Mountain™
Though Young's report is not vital as documentary evidence for
thig review of the battle vet it is kept in line and included with
Cooper's report shown above since its.description of the Cap-
tain's skirmishing parallels data given By reliable Indian in-
formants whose families lived in the Red Fork Settlement long
before the Civil War and by early day white settlers who know
the traditions of this region.

NoveEMBER 15TH ™ THE OPOTHLEYAHOLA CAMPAICN

The Cooper Report and other sources mark November 15 as
an important date in the movement of both the Confederate
forces and the Union Creeks, The Report states that “on the
15th of November last, the troops . . . in all about 1,400 men, were
moved up the Deep Fork of the Canadian towarda the supposed
camp of Hepoeithleyohola's forces.”

The movement of all the ferces, both Confederate and Creek
preparatory to this, was underwesy by November 5. Colonel
Cooper had received the following hurriedly written letter from
the commanding officer of the Creek Regiment on the same-
day it was written:1?

Camp Porier, Oct. 27, 1761.

Col. Cooper
Sir The men =ent to learn the cohdition of Hopor.lﬂe a ho lns
party have returned and state that they were dishy n three b




Tt 15t under the pretext of hunting were to repalr @ Councll Grove.
The 2 parcel pretending to return 1o Lheir hemes were Lo secure pose
nessions end go out. ‘The 3 parcel took a large loi of Negroes and went
from their preséent encampment north over the waters of the Deep Fork.
In substance this iz about all
Your Obt Ser't D. N. Mcintosh
Comdg Creek Regt

Colonel Cotper left the next day up the North Canadian
for Thiopthlocco where he arrived the evening of October 29,
but was unable to learn anything of Opothleyahola's plans other
than that he had left his headquarters at Greenleaf’s Town which
was about four miles northwest on the North Canadian, and had
gone north over “the waters of the Deep Fork.”1* Cooper did get
firsthand information however, that one Alexander Warfield
had been buying up horses as far west as Santa Fe {New Mexico)
in September, and that the horses and some droves of cattle
were to be driven east through the Indian Territory te the Texas
Raad north of Fort Gihson. A drove of 300 horses was to be
delivered to Fort Cobb by November 17. Cooper suspicioned
that the stock was intended [or delivery to the Union forces and,
also, that Union troops planned to be at Fort Cobb by the date
mentioned.!s He ordered Colonel John Drew, commanding the

17 Copy of a letier, D. N. McIntosh 1. Cooper, Clvil War Plle L1861,
arant Foreman Collection. The "3 parcel” mentioned was Opothleya~
hola’s group. The Negroes were some of his own slaves and others of the
Cresk slaveholders his There were no deubt run-
away alaves among them from other parts of the couniry since the
loss of run-away Negroes owned by some of the McIntosh Oreeks as
well us prominent Cherokee slavehnlders was the cause of trouble that
arose In the Creek Natlon early In Beptember, 1881. It was reported
that 300 Negrces were with the Union Creeks when they moved north.
These Negroes were (aken north In the van led by Opothleyahala to
help rebuild old Port Arbuckle as well o5 to assist the throng of women
and children and old people, some of them with loaded wagons, when
they came to the crossing of the Arkansas nesr 4he old post. (Biographi-
cal notes on D. N. McEntosh and others of this noted famlly are in
John H. Meserve's “The MacIntoshes,” Chronicles of Oklah Val.
X, No. 3 (Beptember, 1832], pp. 310-325.)

1+ Original letter of Cooper to Drew, from "Camp near Thiopihlocco
Bquare, Creek Nation, October 29, 1881, Civll War File 1881,

17 Migco Hutks, special emlasary of Qpotheleyahola and his colleague
Oktaha harse Harjo {or Sands), chiel of the Union Creeks, was glven
& leteer addressed to the two leaders by E. H. Carruth, U.68. Commis-
aioner in Kansas, diated Sep 10, 1841, promising ald of troops:
“Our Army will go south, and those of your people who sre true and
loyal to the Government wil be treated as friends . .. The Com-
missloners from the Confederate States have decelved you . . . But the
President is atill alive . . . Hiz soldiers will soon drive these men who
have viglated your homes from the land they have treathemously
entered " —Official Records, Yol VIIOI, p. 35
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Cherokee Regiment at Fort Gibson to srrest Warfield ‘and others
suspected of communicating with the enemy, if found, and to
turn them over to General McCulloch. Cooper returned to his
headquarters near Fisher's store, on the Deep Fork.

On November 5, Cooper wrote the following letter to Colonel
Drew who was supposed to be on his way north up the Neosho
{or Grand) River to the northeastern part of the Cherokee
Nation: 14

Head Quarters Indlan Brigade Deep Pork
ol Near Flahers Nov. §th, 1861,

Your Regiment having been mustered into the Service, wil
march, with the least possible delay, up the Neoshe, to support Col.
Stand Watie—pentrate Kanhsas (if pofsible}, and carry Into effect the
Instructlong heretolors glven you.

1 learn, verbally, trom Majr Clark who brought despatches from
Genl. MeCulloch & arTived day before yesterday that the Genl. aup-
posed you had already marched for Kansax — Genl, McCulloch hevlng
placed at my disposal such of the Texas Regiments now on the march
Tor North Fork Town ns may be needed for ithe defence of the Indian
Country I have directed L. Wells to dispense with the services of
such additionsl Indlan forces as may have offered themselves under
my call unlefs specially required by Genl. McCulloch,

I shull be in the Cherokee Country as soon as pofalbie with the
forces under my nd, and will C leate with you — Hopolth-
layahola’s people are sald to be moving towards Walniyt Creelk,

I am Col'n your Obt. Servi
Douglas H. Cooper
Col Comdg Ind Dept

Celn John Drew
Comdg. Cherokee Reglment
Camp &t (7]

Cooper left his headquarters near Fisher's on a ten day tour
of the Confederate campa east, to organize the troops for his
expedition northwest. On November 10, he wrote from Camp
Pike to Lieut. Colonel W. P. Rosa, of the Cherokee Regimeont,
at Fort Gibson:1?

16 Original letter Cooper to Drew, written near Pisher's sl.m-e {nbout
4 mles north of North Fork Town, on North Canadian) on
5, 1881 —Clvll War File 1841,

t¥ Copy of letter, Cooper to W, P. Raoss, Clvil War File 1861, In the

Editorial Department. The heading of this letter shows Camp Pike in the
Creek Nation. Cump Pike, however, was & well known Confederats Camp
located on the east side of the Canadian River in the Choctaw Natlon,
ahout seven o eight miles northwest of present Stigler, In Hazkel
Gounty, from 1862.




Head Quarters, Indian Dept.
Camp Pike, Creek MNatlon,
Nov. 10, 1861.
Slr,

I have received your ecommunication, dated at Fort Gibson, Nov.
8th, and fully concur In the opinlons therein expressed, and have done
all lp my power, to effect & frlendly settlement of the Creek difflculties.

You sre mistaken In regard to Hopolthlayahela's paclilc intentions,
as from reliable information, I am perfectly satisfied that he 13 now
meditating an attack upon my camp, in conjunction with Doct. Jamison,
and 1000 Jayhawkers, ot this tlme near the Arkansas River. If you
chn make & rapld march, in the direction of “Coody's,” (whlch I suppose
to be on the Callfornia rosd up the Arkansas) and then get In rear
of the Kansas force, It would be of material aid to me, and an ad-
visable movement.

T Very vespectfully, Yr. obt. Servi

Douglas H. Cooper
Col. Comdg. Indn. Dept.
Li. Col. W. P. Rofs,
Cherokee Regl.

Fort CHikson.

From these iwo letters, it is evident that Cooper did not
know the frontier of the Cherokee Nation in 1861, neither the
northern aleng the Verdigris River nor the northwestern along
the Arkanaas. He supposed that Coodey's Bluff was somewhere
ofy the Arkansas. Instead, it was many miles east up on the
Verdigris. Coodey's Bluff is still a well known place about four
miles east of the present City of Nowata, in Nowata County.
Cooper was not alone in his lack of knowledge of the region since
letters written by some of his men show that they were still
confused about the location of recent events even after they had
scouted and camped around in the region for six weeks.

Colonel Drew arrived and encamped at Coodey's Bluff on
November 19, the same day as the Battle of Round Mountain.
He had no word from Cooper until November 25 when he re-
ceived a letter written in Cherokee that there had been a skirmish
over on the Red Fork. And after that, ne one knew where
Opothleyahola was until December 2 when Lee reported his
encampment on the north side of the Arkansas, about six miles
above the mouth of the Red Fork. Two days later (December
4), Stand Watie (east of Drew's position) was asking, ‘“Where
are the discontented Creeks, and Cherokees il any?" One thing
ia certain in looking back: The letiers written in the campaign
againsi the Union Creeks, from about the middle of November to
the last of December, and other authentic sourcea as well an tra.
dition show that Confederate troop activities—the battles, the
marching along the trails and moving encampmenta from one site
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to another—took place within a radius of thirty miles of Tulsey
Town.

~ Another point, Cooper's letter written near Fisher's Store,
on November 5, 1861, cb with this statement: "Hopoithleya-
hola’s people are said to be moving towards Walnut Creek.” But
where was Walnut Creek? It ja doubtful that Cooper himself
knew where it wae. He received his information on the move-
menta of the Union Creeks tranalated from their native language,
or possibly the Yuchi, than which there ia none more difficult
to this day. Furthenmore, Opothleyahiola and his men did resort
to ruse if need be. They would give a descriptive name of a
specific location known to them without regard to maps and
records of a region. Today, the “Walnut River,” a branch of
the Arkansasg just below present Arkansas City near the south
line of Kansas, is a well known etream known in Oklahoma
history since the 1870's. U.8. Military Maps even several years
after the close of the Civil War show this stream as "White Water
Creek.” The U.8. Military Map of 1875,'¢ gives the name of the
stream a3 “'Walnut or White Water Creek.” It may be that down
in the region of the Red Fork, the little creek called "Walnut
Creek” on the north side of the Arkansas, about six miles above
the mouth of the Red Fork (Cimarron}, was not yet named in
1861, though most streams in this part of Cherokee Outlet did
have English names at the time. The name of the Walhut River
on the Arkansas, near present Arkansaa City, apparently did
develop locally by the end of the Civil War, as “"Walnut Creek.”
But the little "Walnut Creek” above the mouth of the Red Fork
is identifiable in history long before the Civil War. The main
trail down the Arkansas from Skiaiocka's place to old Fort
Athuckle and Tulsey Town settlement, crossed this Walnut
Creek near its mouth, and from here a branch trail went up the
east side of the creek and over along the Wild Horse to Shoal
tor Hominy} Creek. This Walnut Creek was the center of the
finest walnut timber on the Arkansas, and was easily identifiable
a8 the location of the rendezvous for Opothleyahola’s forces com-
ing up from the Canadian and the Deep Fork, most of whomehad
never been in this region before.!'? Their movements in 1861 were

8. The US. MiMtary of 1889, prepared by order of Maj. Gen. J. M.
Echofleld, show 'hree branches on the east side of the siream now
calied “Walnut Hiver”: Hickory Creek about ten mles above the mouth;
Little Walnut Creek, above this, and Walnut Creek still farther north.
The 1875 Map was complled under order of Generat John Pope. Origlnals
of these two maps ere in the Natlonel Archlves at Washington, D.C.
Photostatic coples are in the Oklahome Historteal Soclety.




held close by the Union Creeks.

The whole movement of the Confederate forces under the
command of Colonel Cooper was set by the Union Creeks—its
timing, route followed and destination—under the geniues and
leadership of Opothleyahola, one of the most remarkable organ-
izers in the history of the American Indians.

The Cooper Report briefs the movements of the Confederate
troops beginning on November 15, by the siatement that on
this date they were moved up the Deep Fork. On November 14,
he wrote the following letter frotn Camp McCulloch located
meumilea northeast of Fort Gibson, in the vicinity of Park
Hill:

Headquarters
Indian Department
Camp McCulloch, CN.
Nov, 14, led1

I shall march from this post, tomorrow morning, with all my avall-
able force except such as 1t 1s necessary io leave as a guard for my
traln It will become mecessaty to move the irain ss soom as Col. Slms
comes up with the halance of his Regt. In consequetice of the failure
of forage. It will crcas the Arkpnsas when It moves, above Pole Cat, or
ali I?M" Plelda, Concharty settlement. I have 600 of the Texas Regt.
with me.

Very Respectiully
Yr. Obt. Servt.
Pougles H. Cooper, CHA
Com. of Indian Dept.

1* Homes bullt Ln early days of Tulsa were of walnut, or had walnut
trim brought down the Arkahsas from the region a few miles above the
motuth of the Red Fork. Showing the finest specimen of walnut ilmber
ity ¢he Indlan Territory as late as 1904, a 5olld block of walnut log four
feet In diameter was cut In this region end shipped tor exhibit In the
Indian Tertitory bhullding at the World's FPair and Columbian Expasition
in Bt. Louls,

Ses Appendir A at the end of this article, for notes of the Life of
Douglas . Cooper and Opothleyahola,

¢ Copy of Jetter in Civil War Flie 1331, This ca.mp Ho(}‘l.llloch Ii'!l
the encampment occupled durlng the recent Cherod
tlons earried on hymmmkemeulymwber,muhrk!{m The
500 troops of the Texasa Cavalry Regiment had been detached from
General McCuilough's forces northeast near the Misscurl line, and had
come over Lo meet Colonel Cooper before he stt out on his campalgn
weat.
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Col. John Drew, C.5.A.
Comeg. Cherokes Regt.
Port Gibson
Ch. Nation
By Command

R. W. Lee
A, A. Adjt, Genlk

Colonel Coopet left Camp McCulloch the next morming
{November 15) with the 500 Texas troops, and arrived a few
hours later an the same day at Fort Gibson. Evidently, the rest
of his forces had not vet arrived from Buck Creek Camp, head-
quatters and training center for the Choctaw and Chickasaw
Regiment down in the Choctaw Nation, nor [rom Camp Porter,
headquarters for Colonel D. N. McIntosh's Creek Regiment near
the Creek Council Ground.zt Cooper left word at Fort Gibson
that his headquarters’ camp would be at Concharty, a location
near present Stone Bluff, in southwestern Wagoner County, about
five miles weat of the old Choska crossing on the Arkansas River.

A check of early maps and other data shows Cooper’s route
west from Fort Gibsom to the Red Fork on the Arkansas. He
traveled approximately 115 miles from the morning of Noevember
15 when he left Camp McCulloch to the moming of November
19. His troopa crossed the Arkansas River at Choska, and fol-
lowed a route west passing the vicinity of present Begge, in
Okmulgee County, then on toward the Deep Fork. It continued
up the Little Deep Fork in a northwestern direction ta Sell'a
Stare. At or near this place, Cooper was joined with the reat of
his expeditionary forces and wagon train. From Sell's Store, the

) Wiley Britton and news ltéms of the day printed ln Arkansas
papers atate that Colonel Cooper set out from Port (lbson on November
15, maving “up the Deep Fork ol the Canadian River b search of
Hopoelthleyahola's camp.” Fort Gibson, of course, Is nowhere near the
Deep Fork, The Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment, having been de-
layed In getting fornge for thelr train, came up from Buck Creek
Camp, Jocated about five miles northwest of present Panama in LePlare
County, artiving wt Pisher's Store too lote to make it In good tlme to
Port Glbson. These troops marched up the North Cenadian and the
Deep Fork to the vicinity of Camp Porier near the Creek Council
ground. Camp Porter was in the prairte at the edge of the timber
sbout atx mles from the Councll Ground, or High Spring, The site of
this ground 15 In the southeastern part of Okmulgee Collnty, on the
hili at the south line ot the County, about eight milex south of present
Bram. The Confederate Creek troops loined the expedilionary forces,
and both were moving up the Deep Pork on Movember 15.—Por Britton's
;t;]tmlzent.lae The Civil War on the Border, 1381-82 (New York, 1899},
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road followed was up the Little Deep Fork about four miles to
the vicinity of Long Tiger Town of the Yuchi, near present Slick.
Here, Confederate scouts brought in word that Opothleyahola
had left his camp at Big Pond! more than a week before but his
trail had been found leading up the Little Deep Fork. This trail
was along the old Dawson Road.?’ The route continued up the
Little Deep Fork to a point a few miles east of present Bristow,
and then veered northeastward pagaing in the vicinity of present
Kellyville, The Confederate troops camnped on Rock Creek some
miles northwesat of present Sapulpa, on the night of November 18.

In the meantime, the Union Creeks had moved into the
Red Fork Settlement. The trouble facing them in November,
1861, was reported by their Chief (Sand) in a statement read
by Sandford Perryman to the US. Commissioners in their
meeting with all the tribal delegations held at Ford Smith in
September, 1865. The report mentions the Confederate Creek
Treaty of July 12, 1865, signed by Albert Pike. Excerpts from
the atat t are asa foll .14

In signing the ab d treaty, our principal chlef had violated
our iaw, and subjected himself o removal from offlce. Consequently »
convention wes called on the 5th of August, 186]. Our present chlef,
Sands, was authorized, under the provision of our law, to Bet as principal

chief of the Creek nation, and his life, and that of others of our leading
men, was threat d by the hostile party; and being informed thai

1B Pond was onhe of & number of large ponds on the north skde
of the Deep Pork, some six or eight miles southeast of present Depaw,
in Creek County. These Large ponds covered with water lilles were an
unusual sight described by Thamas Nuttall In his book, Jourtal of
Travels in Arkansay Territory, on his vigit to the Red Fork In 1818,

1) The note on Sell's Store and cther statements on the Opothleya-
hola Campaign are found in a manuseript In the Natkonal Archl{es.
fitled “Statement relative to the Ewodus of Haopolth-la-yo-ho-1a and
hia tollowers irom the Creek and Cherokee country In the fgll ang
winter of 1881 and 1842 A photostat of this paper k2 in Civil War File
1801, Editorial Department, and |5 referred to in subsequent notes
In this study of the Cooper Report as the “Exodus Statement.” Thia
shows the original paper was signed by the Cherokess—W. P. Adadr,
R. Pields, J. A Scsles—and the Creeks—D. N, Mclntoah, James M. .
8mith, Tira Barnett, (The [rst named was & Yuchl who sided with the
Confederates), and nolarided at Washington, D.C., on March 19, 1868,
The Exodus Statement was writien for some Indian claims, and &
Prejudioed in favor of the Confederate allignment ln the recent wer.

11 Commiasioner of Indlan Affairs, Repor! 1865, pp. 328-29. In No-
yember, 1861, Okiaha-harsee Harjo (Bands} and his party made the
long trip through to Washington, They reported the plight of their
people, and made & strong plea for armed asslsiance before US. gove
ernment offkcinls.
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there was o large force marchlng oft s for the purpose of pressing
us Into the rebel service.

We were not 50 tlmid, but stood firm to our old and tried friends
and protectors, and were determined to resist ¢ven unto blood, and
protect the llves of sur men and those of our women snd children; and.
In atcordance with a former truty which we had made, we toot mens-
ures o 50 nform our father at Washi £
and children in charge of the lend.l.ng men md wnrr!ms. our chlet and
others repalred to Washington, although the jowrney had &g be com-
menced through wn uninhabited country, and this for s distance of
aome hundreds of mlles. On amriving there, face fo face, we Informed
ouy great Imther of the situation that our ¢ouniry wes in, and were
inforined by our Great Father that our treatles were and should be
respected; and we were further sassured that he would send us help
uaonnaahecol.ﬂd and we think that sl of the talk is on the record
n W -

We were threatened with entire annihilatlon, and were compelled
10 leave our homes and all that we possessed In the world, and travelled
narth In the hope of meeting our friends from the north. We were
followed by & large force of rebel Indians and Texans, commanded by
Colonel D. W, Cooper, and belng closely presaed, we were compelled
to halt and give them battle; and aithough thelr forces were Iar superior
to ours, we drove them back, and then resumed our journey north,
and crossed the Arkansas, and camped ko the Cherokee nation. The
above-mentjoned fight wes known as the Red Pork fight. While we
were In the last-named tamp, the batile of Bird Creek took place,
which ended in Colonel Oooper being sgalty driven off, We were at-
tacked the third tlme by O nch Biapdwitte (ficy with
a large force of cavalry, and were completaly routed and scutiered, and
& large force of women end children were killedd and capiured, mnd
we were seattered throughout the country, exposed to all the dangers
of the western wilds, and the inciemency of the winter, and travelled
io Kanzas In blood and snow, not arriving there untl the following
spring.

Early in May, 1861, sone of the Creek leaders had gone
west with a delegation of Cherokees, Chickasawa and other tribes
to urge neutrality and a united front of all the Indian peovle in
the War between the Northern and the Southern states just
begun. They visited the Seminoles at their Council House pear
present Tribbey, in Pottawatomie County, and contacted the
Delawares living at old Camp Arbuckle, in McClain County,
where they found that the noted Black Beaver was away guiding
all the U1.S. Army troops out of the Indian Territory to Kansas,
under the command of Colonel William H. Emory. The dele-
gation talked with the Kickapoos in their settlement in the

15 Thiz settlement of Kickapoos on the Canadlan ls mentloned in
the article by Dr. A M. Cllbson on the grest Peace Councll in the
Creek Natlon, 1845, In this ber of The Chrosicl




vicinity of present Lexington, in Cleveland County:?* vigited the
Comanche villages on the Canadian River, near the Antelope
Hill, and other Comanche and Kiowa villages near the Salt
Plaing, as far northwest as present Harper County; and returned
by way of Jesse Chisholm's trading post at Council Grove, on
the east side of a bend in the North Canadian River. This gite
is on the west edge of present Dklahoma City.

When the delegation arrived back at the Creek Council
ground the latter part of July, Opothleyahola with Chief Sands
wete already determined in their stand against the Confederate
Creek Treaty. The Council meeting was held on August 5. A
month later, bitter war was a reality between the Upper and
Lower divisions in the Creek Mation. Constemnation spread
among all the Creeks when Chief John Ross signed the Con-
lederate Cherckee Treaty with Commissioner Albert Pike, on
October 7. On this day at Park Hill, Cammitisoner Pike wrote
a pardon lor the Union Creela, which states in part: “The Con-
federate Siates of America hershy offer full pardon to Hopo-
ilthle Yahola and to all Creek and other Warricrs now under him
in arms againat the Confederate States and the authorities of the
Creek Nation, on condition that they submit and lay down their
arme . . . ."!% This paper with it “pardon” was spurned by
Opothleyahola. Immediately, bitter feeling between the Creek
divisions heightened in the confusion that followed. Sometime
after the middle of October, a pitched battle took place when
a party of Confederate Crecks atiacked the Union Creeks on the
North Canadian, near Thlopthloceo.?¢ It was this trouble that

1% ‘The original of this paper written by Albert Fike lt on exhihbit
In ihe Museum of the Historical Saclety,

18 Thia fight near Thiopthlocco gave the neme io present Battle
Creek, & north branch af the North Canadinn southeast of Okemab,
in Okfuskee County. James Gregory mentions the fight in his inlerest-
g account and valuable source of Clvil War history on the Creek
Natlon, In 1901. Jumes Roane Qregory, a mixed blood citizen of the Creek
Nation (part Yuchi) was born January 16, 1842, near Cowela on the
Arkansas River. His hotne was one mhile south of present Bristow In
181. He had been with some Cherokee bays driving a drove of cattle
over to Alberty's place on Pryor Creek, and had met his fsther at
Concharty ori b9 way home when both were arrested by some Creek
Confederates just belore the Battle of the Red Fork. Hiz father {age
84 years) soon dled from excessive exposure to cold. Both father and
son had not taken zldes in the War just béguh but were trying to
protect thelr property., Later, James R. Cregory jolned the Ninth
Eapsas Cuvalry, He had attended the “Koweta Mlsslon Bchool”, and
in later vesrs after the Civil War he served as Judge of Coweta
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brought Colonel Cooper to Thlopthlocoo on October 29, when he
wrote his letter to Colonel Drew, in which be remarked: "It is
exceedingly vexatious to be detained here by party feuds amongst
the Creeks, but it is unavoidable, inasmuch as the Creeks would
probably refuse to march northward and leave the matters
unsettled at home." 1"

By November 15, Opothlevahola had moved north from his
position at Big Pond, and was encamped north of the Red Fork
in the hills through which a trail led almoet due north o the
Osagg Crossing near Skiatooka’s Place at the Big Bend of the
Arkansas, The site of thia camp ia marked on the Cox Map as
“Camp Gouge,” and indicated by a flag placed at the edge of
the encampment, at a distance of about eight or nine miles
northwest of the mouth of the Red Fork. Opothleyahoia’s position
was the advance followed by two large groups of his followers.
One group from the southeast, mostly women and childeen with
the old people and their Negro slaves, that had assembled from
their tribal “towns” in the region of North Fork Town at Opothe-
leyahola's home near Brush Hill, waa on ite way northwest up
the Deep Fork by MNovember 5. The second group (Creeks,
Seminoles, Delawares and Kickapoo) from the southwest eet
out at the same time from Arbeka comununities, traveling north-
east toward Long Tiger Town on the Litile Deep Fork. Aa the
last of the two groups passed thie place, a large party of Yuchi
joined them marching up the old Dawson Road toward the
crossing on the Arkansas.

The Cox Map showe & detail indicating a division of the
march, south of the present site of Keyatone: At or near Round
Mountain, Opothleyahola and most of his warriors had followed
a trail west of Round Mountain leading across Salt Creek and
through the prairie to the crossing of the Red Fork, near present
Mannford. The rest of the Creeks kept on the road thai passed
through the prairie east of Round Mountain, surging into the
Red Fork Settlement. It took nearly a week for them to make

Dm.ricl. Creek Nation, and also served several terms as Superintendent
of Bchoola He llved st Indls (present Rogera County) In 1801, when
he wrote & reminlscent mccount on “Creeks in the Civil War” wihich
appeared in the Galvest News, N k #7. 1801. A photostat of
Judge Gregory's secount is in the Clvil War File 1861, See Appendit B
for letter of Chief John Ross on the “Creek [euds” in October, 1861.
17 This remark hax reference to the Oonlederate c'reelu; whom cooper
planned to crganize with his forcea In the
hola. (Cooper's letter of Cclober 29 has been We\rl.oll.uiy cu.ed)




Minle Ball excavated In the summer of 1961, durlng constructlon work
In reiocating State Highway 51, about four miles southwest of Keystone,
The photograph was laken beslde a twelve-inch ruler to Llndicate the
size of the ball which welghs spproximutely 1% pounds.

The Minle ball shown above is a cannon ball fHred from a pralrie
cannott that was used by troops in the Clvll War. This ball was found
by Lloyd Housley, Civil Engineer with the Keystane Corps of Engineers,
UB, Army, about four mies southwest of Heysione on the west side of
Ealt Creek In Bectlon 15, T, 19 N, R. 9 E Mr. Houaley picked up the
object when excavatlon was being done for the new bridge across Salt
Creek, In relocating State Highway 51. The Minte ball was unearthed
ot iar beneath the surface of the ground, axbout seventiy-flve yards
nortty, slightly to the west and on the west slde of the ¢reek, on top
of & binfl covered with scrub oa%. The highway runs about iwenty-flve
yards north of the bridge, the creek Tunning north and gouth at thia
location. The Gluff here farms a natural ambuscade on the ereek
below, and L5 a fIne vantage polht overlooking the area to the southwest
for anyone approaching. Mr. Howsley gave this Minle ball to Mrs.
Fannle B. Misch, of Tulaa, whw has supplied the sbove photograph
and these notes to the Editorial Department as an exhibit for this study
of Colonel D. H. Cooper’s Report on the Baitle of Round Mountain,

‘The location on Balt Creek four miles southwesl of Keystone where
this Civll War relic or Minle ball was found fits In with this writer's
reesarch data on Captain Young's skirmizh with the Union Creeks the
morning of November 19, 1881, This Iight Is described by Young nlong
B treek (Salt Creek) for several hundred yards. Young says: “We had
onfy Bt men in the squadron, while the ¢nemy ned 400 or 500 fightlng
us with #ll the advmmgea of the creek on us and & complete ambus-
cade o protect them.” Meurdin! 1o ’l'hornu Meagher‘s notes from
Artuzse Yaholn, the lirst fighting ot R In was with Little
Captaln's ¥uchl band, other bands ¢f the Union Creeks joining in later.
Apparently, the skirmish In the morning was to the west and northwest
of Round Mountain, along Balt Creek, and the Minfe ball dlscovered ln
1951 on this creek offera some evidencs of Young's sklrmish a century
L 1
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the crossing of the Arkansas just below the mouth of the Red
Fork. There must have been flat boata here, built and operated
by the Negrbes to help the people cross the river. The late
Thomas Meagher reported information from Artusse Yohola
(aged eighty-nine—a son of Opothleyahola) that there were 300
wagons Joaded with supplies, in the Creek train—a limited
number of wagons considering the more than 3500 perscns on
the march.t* A few of the people made in wagons, some rode their
ponies but the great majority walked. The last parties, mostly
the Yuchi, waiting to croas the Arkensas were camped along the
road from the present site of Keystone to Round Mountain the
night of November 18.

On the moming of November 19, the Confederate troope
had marched a few milea from their camp on Rock Creek to a
fork in their tmil ahead where Cooper sent out a detachment of
Texas troopa in command of Captain Brinson to follow the road
passing to the east of Round Mountain. Cooper himself with
his main troops and the wagons kept to the trail on the weat
gide of Round Mountajn.?? According to Thomas Meagher's
informant a battle was fought on the south side of Round Moun-
tain, between Cooper's forces and the Union Creeks. Among the
latter wans a band of 110 Yuchi warriors led by Little Captain,
or “Heptene Uchee,” with the last parties on their march to the
crossing of the Arkansas.)d This fight seems to be the skirmish

13 Thotnas Meagher Was a veteran of the Bpanish American War
end one-time clvl engineer, who was well known as a kocal historian
and writer in Tulsa for mahy yvears. Soma of his materisl includiog
several original mapa of old localiiles in the Cretk Nation are among

Scclety. In 1839, his atory sppeared in the Tulsa Tribune (Novembor
15, 1439}, In which he would prove the site of Cooper'’s first battle
agalnst the Union Creeks at Round Mountain, Meaghsr had spent
much time interviewing some of the
been with thelr families at the time of the battle with the Confedergtes
in November, 186). Artusse Yahols wis ten years oid at thia time.
Meagher describes the murch of the Creeks given by these Informanis.
19 These conclugdons of the writer are based on the Cox Magp, Chief

0 Little Captaln (Keptene Uchee) Is glven s “Jon neh,” Captaln
of Company K, Second Indian Homeguard Regiment, Union Armny,
in the photostatic copy of the Indlen Homeguard Regiment lists from
the War Department seen in the Library of the Okishoma Historiesl
Soclety, There were ¢ighty-stven members in Captain Jon neh's Com-
pany K, and all were Yuchl One of the few Engilsh names appesring
in the Mt 1= that of Gam Brown, later chief of the Yuchl and father
of Chie! Bam Hrown (Jr). For biographical notes an Chlel SBam




described in Captain Young'a second leiter (q.v) attached to
the Cooper Report. Another skirmish has been reported as a
battie on the site of Keystone, south of the Cimarron, from in-
formation given by William Bruner and Elizabeth Sapulpa in
1851, Chiel S3am Brown, (Jr.) of the Yuchi referred to the site
of this same battle fought at the “round end of the mountain,”
the wooded hill on the east side of present Keystone. Brown
gave the Creek name of this hill as “Ekyn-hvwuce.”?t To the
Indian people who were in the crowd waiting to cross the Arkan-
sas near here, the fight was a real battle. This, of Tourse, was
another of the Confederate skirmishes on November 19, doubtless
that of Capiain Brinson's Texas troops, There were probably
cuiimr d::irmidmes in the rough countryside south of Keystone
t .

The second paragraph of Cooper's Report states that on
the 19th of November “some of the disaffected party were seen
and a few ptisoners taken” This briefs the day’s troop move-
ments and indicates the skirmishing before crossing the Red
Fork, for certainly prieoners were not taken without a struggle.
Cooper further giates that these prisoners gave the information
(translated, of course, from the Creck and very likely Yuchi)
“that a portion of Hopoithleyohola’s party were near the Red
Fork of the Arkansas River, on their route to Walnut Creek,
where & fort was being erected, and which had for some time
beenn their intended destination in the event of not receiving
promised aid from Kaneas before being menaced or attacked.”
The phrase “on their route to Walnut Creek” i3 parenthetical.
Cooper’s statemnent here should read that a portion of the Union
Indiane was “near the Red Fark of the Arkansse River . ¢-
where a fort ia being erected.” This corroborates the location of
old Fort Arbuckle and its rebuilding (by, the Negroes under
Opathleyahola’s orders) as well as the four caves or dugouts in
the sand banks of the deep gulch near the old post ground,
reported by William Bruner and Elizabeth Sapulpa, whoee
relatives were among the Union Creeks. Cooper's mention of
Wailnut Creek in connection with the fort bears out another point

Brown {Jr, see Carciyn omas Foreman, “The Yuchd, Children of the
Bun,” T muem of Ouahm Yol XXXVII; and Orpha Russell,
=Notes on Samuel Brown, Jr., Yuchl Chief." " Ibid,)

It Depodtlonl ot Wlllllm Bruner and Elizabeth Bapuips, as well as
Chie? Sam m Orpha Russell's acticle
“Exyn-hyvlwuce” In ﬂu ch d o)‘ Oklah Vol. XXIX, Ho. 4
(Winter, 1851-52), pp. 401-40T,

41



42

in relation to the location or appointed rendezvous of the Union
Creeks at this time, The neatly 3,500 Indians who crossed the
Arkansas below the mouth of the Red Fork during the week
before the battle, did not all go to Fort Arbuckle. Some of them
followed the trail leading up the north side of the Arkansas
toward Skiatooka's place until they came to the small creek on
their right, in the midst of fine walnut timber. This was their
appointed meeting place—Walnut Creek. The place fitted the
ancient mores of the people that bore the name “Creek,” whose
“towns”, trails, trading houses and even battles had been along
the creeks and streams of the South for 400 years in their history.

The detajl on the Cox Map showing two crossings of the
Red Fork, the one east in the vicinity of present Keystone and
the other west, near present Mannford pointa the way to the
final “shori but sharp conflict'’ north of the river. Captain Brin-
son in command of the Second Squadron of seventy men from
Quayle’s Texas Cavalry Regiment crossed the Red Fork at the
east crossing, and soon afterward, about four o'clock in the
afternoon, pushed rapidly forward and charged a deseried camp
near which the enemy's scouls had been seen. A mile or more
beyond the camp, other scouts were seen. These were followed
four milea to a creek, upon which Opothleyahola’s encampment
was found the next day. {The Indian scouta were a decoy leading
the Texans west away from Camp Atbuckle and other Creek
camps. The road was up from the old U.S. Crossing on the
Arkanans.) While the Texans were hunting the scouts in the
woods in the vicinity of the creek, suddenly a large force of the
enemy appeared. The Texans succeeded in making a stand for
a short time but were finally outflanked and enclosed and had
to retreat. They [lell back about 2% miles toward Coopet's
cornmand under heavy retreating fire. It was now dark.

Cooper with his ¢ d had ¢ d the Red Fork about
duek, near present Mannford. The firing was heard ahead and
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment formed and advanced
toward the enemy. A company of Chickasaws was in the rear
under the command of Captain R. A. Young. It was now very
dark, and difficult to make out the position of the Texans ahead.
Brisk gun fire was opened, and “after a short but gharp condtict
the firing of the enemy ceased, and under cover of darkness he
made good his retreat.” Cooper atatea here that General R, W,
Lee with about fifty Choctaws and Texans examined the ravine
in front. They found that the enemy had retreated toward their
camps. The battle had ended in the darkness.




Capiain Young states in his first letter attached to the
Report that his company had loaded and fired the third time
and gilenced the enemy's guns. He continues: “The prairie was
on fire on my right, and as we advanced to the attack I could see
very distinctly the enemy pasming the fire, and 1 supposed a
large body of men (200 or 300}, but they were about 300 yards
from me and the prairie was buming very rapidly, and I may
have taken the motion of the grass for men.”

Anpther report on the battle is found in the account of
June Peak. He was seventeen years old, and was with Cooper's
wagon train. He says that Opothleyahola’s scouts kept him in-
forgned wn-the Confederate movements, and the Creek warriors
came up. The story continues;??

We met ane mornlng In October [Novemberl, st Round Mounlaln.
The day was spent ln skirmishing, without any ksses or sdvantage Lo
speak of on either side. We went Indo camp for the night on a Jevel
prairie, cavered with sedge grass walst high, begloning Lo dry econsider-
ably. Making a corral of pur wagons, we placed our stock within 1t.

retlred with the understanding that the hattle would begin
early In the moming. It waa a serene nlght, At ) o'cock we all of one
accord leaped to our feet. The prairle was on flre in hundreds of places
aroutrd ug, and s ferce wind which had sprung up was carrylng wisps
of blu.lnn srau hundreds of yards and starting new fires. The weird
beaty of the landscape revealed by the wid cont
was perhaps not wholly lost on even the most fearful of our panic
stritken traln. Qur poor mules gave vent to their disiress In sounds that
seemed to be compounded of bray, bellow and squeal. In our efforts
to save our wagons and teams we had no lesure Lo return the fire
of the enemy who were raining bullets and arrows Into owr confused
rout.

We abandoned the whole of our provisions, and left in our wake
& dozen or S0 Wagons, acores of muies, and fifteen or twenty dead and
wounded men Fortunately for us, Opothyots did not follow up his
advantage. We were more than two bours getting out of the fire , . ..

A detachment of Confederte troops early the next morning
(November 20), found Opotheleyahola’s main camp abandoned.
The Report states that on the camp ground were "the chiefs

3t The Dallay Moming New: for July 1, 1923, carried w story by
W. 8. Adair, "Clvil War Repeated in the Indian Territory,” in which
Captain Juns Peak gave his reininiscences on the Hattie of Round
Mountain, Peak’s siory haa always seemed full of ¢rrora untll thia
study of Cooper's Report. New daia and much resesrch on the subject
of the Bnme of Round Mountain show Pealki's sccount remarkably
1 contribition to history, For his full story told
in The Dauas Morning News, see the copy in Okohoma: A History of
the State and !a People by ‘Thoburn and Wright (New York, 1929,
Vol. I, Appendix XXVI-1, p. 838
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buggy, 12 wagons, flour, sugar, coffee, salt, &c., besides many
cattle and ponies.”?? The location of this camp ground as shown
on the Cox Map determines the general site of the last gun fire in
the “Engagernent at Round Mountain.”

THE BaTTie of RouND MounTani: ITs Sire aAND NaME

Not long after the Civil War, J. C. Byers came into the
Big Bend country of the Cherokee Cutlet, and was a well known
citizen of Cleveland at the time of his death in recent yvears. He
was an intelligent man, interested in history and highly respected
in his community. In talking with friends, he said that in 1576
he discovered old wagon rims and hube and pieces of rusted iron
tying around on a site near Cowskitt Creek, on the north side of
a high hill in Section 13, Township 20 North, Range 8 East.
Mr. Byers always felt eure that this site was on or near the
battlefield of the Civil War Battle of Round Mountain.

A meeting of the Payne County Historical Society was
held at Stillwater on March 6, 1949, which was attended by Dr.
dames H, Gardner of Tulsa and Mr. Ola J. Rogers, longtime
resident of Cleveland and an old friend of Mr. Byers. Dr. Angie
Debo in her article on the Battle of Round Mountain (The

kronicles of Oklah 1949) states that Mr. Rogers “presented
the first evidence of the Keystone gite” during the panel discus-
sion at the meeting of the Payne County Society. Dr. Debo
further states in her article:

There are numerous “Round Mountalna™ snd creeks in the vicinity
of Heystone. Here Mr. Rogers' locstlon ia based on the testimony of
the jate J. C. Hyers, who came to the present Orage County In the
early 18%Fs, and who always showed & keen and intelligent interest
(n local history. In 18376, he sald, he tound remains of wagons near
the high round bl in Sectlon 13, Townthip 20 North, Range § Easi,

" and belleved It to be the battkefleld. Ancther hill in the viclnity coutd

account for the plural—"Rpmd Mountains”—and s creek [its Cooper's
description of the terrain. The Jocatlon—tfwae mfles north and six
miles west of Keystone, and northwest of the grest ioop of the Cimarren

1 The writer of this siudy thinks that “the chlel’s buggy™ mentloned
here did not g to Opothlerul He hag been destribed by those
who knew him Inv the surnmer and fall of 1881 26 & men of vigor and
fine phyaique. He was truly the “men on horseback” sz he rode back
end forth across the Creek Natlon, directing his fotves, The writer
further L8 jnclined to belleve thet this buguy has & place Lo the slory
of the large amount of gold that Opotheleyahola had with him snd
buried somewhere about the time of the Battle of Round Mountain.
As a matler of fact, he sent word to Agent Carruth that his money
had been stolen from him. The story of Opothleyahols's gold 13 too
long to relate here. :




—ix far snough up the river to account tor the fallure of contempuotaty

writers to mention the mouth, and yet ¢lose enough to harmonize with

the Cox map.

umOna cannel disregard Byers' testimony simply because It atands
e . ..

The Creeks fired the woods and the edge of the prairie north
of the Red Fork during the battle. The band of warriors assigned
this action hurried south, crossed the river, and fired the grass
to the south. They headed for Cooper’s encampment, and made
their attack just as the fire reached there about midnight. The
timing for all this is almoat perfect for a squad afoot with the
work in hand. Peak gives the facts impressed upon him as a
boy of seventeen, and his description of the scene at the encamp-
ment ig fine. The tradition of the fight in the prairie is still told
arourndl Mannford, some thinking that this was the real Civil
War battle where Cooper's Conlederates fought the Union
Crecks.}* It should be added here that it was the prairie fire that
ruined Cooper's forces in their first light against Opothleyahola,
Both sides ¢Jaimed the victory at Round Mountain but the weight
of evidfence id"in favor of the Creeka.

The name of the battle, Round Mountein, came from the
high, round hill gix miles south of Keystome, It was here the
first skinnish on November 19, 1861, took place between Cooper's
rear guard-—-Young's Company of Chickasaws—and Littie Cap-
tain's 110 warriors. Cooper's wagon train could see the high
round hill all day on the way as it iraveled slowly northwest
toward the Red Fork near present Mannford. Brinson's Squad-
ron of seventy Texans set off as a detachment of Colonel William
Quayle's Texas Regiment on its detour to the Red Fork crossing
at present Keystone and pushing northwest after Opothleya-
hola’s scauts that wound up at Section 13 Hill where the battle
began late in the evening of Novernber 19.

Round Mountain was a landmark on the Big Osage War
and Hunting Trail from very early days. Dawson in 1934 set
one of his markers on top of this high hill. The Creeka called
it “Cun-hul-wu-chee” meaning a “low round hill" or “hillock.”
‘This term was translated ag “Little Mountain” by Artussee Ya-
hola to distinguish the elevation from the higher, rugged hill
to its south.

A young Texan who signed his name “Thornton” or “TBM"
was in the battle with Cooper's command at the Red Fork when

__ MInformation given the wriler by Mr. Robert H. Dott of Tulsa.
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it had a *short but sharp conflict” near Section 13 Hill after
dark, on November 19. He was a stranger in the Red Fork
region, and heard the name “Round Mountain” the day of the
battle. He wrote a letter from Choska on December 23, 1861, |
to his mother, aaying:3*

Bui a2 we leave this place tomuorrow for the Purpose of making
“finis” of Opothleyoholos army, I came to the concluslon to write |
umlght Opothleyoholo 1s 8 Creek who has beenn seeking

to become a chieftain, but heretofore, hia adherents being in the

Induced the moat ignorant of his tribe as well as & {ew of the

{o form an alliance with the Lintoln Government. The {Opothleyohole,
or Gouge} has had about four or five thowsand warriors; but snce
suffering two defents hin forces are now reported to be rapidly dimin-
ishing. The firast baitle was fought at Reoynd Mountain, abpui live
milles North of the Red Pork of the Ark.

The Exodus Stniement gives this account of the baitle:

. the Confederate forces ‘uthepl"orttotnewupmd
cump of ‘Ho—poll.h lo-yo-hola, but found it destrted and a Iwrge trail
ines N T direction toward the Red Fork of Arkanzes,

apparently s week or more old.

This trall was followed, and finally on the 18th day of November
1861, Ho-poith-lo-yo-hola's ¢amp waa discovered o tew miles dNotth of
Red Fork near a place called “RHound Mountaina™ In the Cherok
Couniry. Here a Company of Texans, without orders, rode sfter dsrik
inta Wo-poith-lo-yo-hwiae camp, mnd were driven ocut by his men
and followed to Colonei Cooper's camp, with the lofs of their captain,
and severml others killed, several wourded and taken prisaners. The
hostlle Creeks and Semtnoles were there repulsed and made thelr estape
under £over of darkness.

The term “Round Mountains” in_thia statement hasz alwaye
been a Thatter of notice in the research for this study. The late
Dean Trickett, Civil War historian of Tulsa, called attention to
the fact that the term appearing in the Statement plainly is fivat
written “"Round Mountain” and the " is added as an after-
thought. The writer and his associates who made the Exodus
Statemment in 1868 had recalled, after petting down the term on
the paper, the many round hills in the vicinity of the one where
the battle waa fought. This ia true. Today, one can stand on
the abandoned site of the old “Scrapping Ridge School” of the
1890's, and look toward the south where the high hill stihds with
its bald top in Bection 13, less than a mile away. Off to the
southwest, several round, bald hilla are a remarksable sight.

" 35 Copy of letter in Civl) War Pile 1801,




Gregory makes this staternent in his reminiscent account on
the “Creeks in the Civil War”:%

“One body of the Union Creeka was camped on the Arkansas River
near the old Skintook Diace (then in the Cherokee Nation but mow in
the Osage Natlon) and the other on the Morth Fork River, above
mentioned. Gen. Coaper procesded with his forces bo mitack the Creek
camnp on the North Mork River. The Unlon Oreeka, under the command
of Chief Opothleyahnls, marched in one-fourth ¢imle around the right
flank of Cooper's artny to the northeast, attempting to form & junction
with the Unloh Creeks on the Arkansss River. Before the junction
was wifected Cen. Cooper's army overtook this faoction of the Union
Creeks, the Cimarron River Just st duwk A battle ensued,
which was fought afier darkcness had set In. After stopplng the advance
of the Confederates, the Union Creeks proceeded on the same night
to form the junetion which they had in contemplation on the putaet,
and which they accomplshed the following day. Qen, Cooper did not
follow the Unbon Creeks the next dey, but retired toward Choske to
wait reinforcement.”

Opothleyohola’s warriors ceased their gun fice in the dark-
ness during the battle waging in the vicinity of their camp at
Section 13 Hill, and left the Confederates in the midst of a roar-
ing, Jire. The warriors immediately went northward,
pmnbly eight” miles, crossed the Arkansas and traveled dosm-
stream to their point of union on the Litle creek now known as
Walnut Creek. Some of them made it here the same night of
the battle, and all came in the next day.

Cooper's troopa left the Red Fork the day after the battle,
arriving at hia Concherty headquarters and wagon tmin camp
on November 24. They had been practically without provisions
on their march-—many of them on foot—back to the Choska
croesing on the Arkansas and Concharty in the vicinity.

Tra Case or THE Twmn Mounos Batrie

The Shawnee Cattle Trail north to Kansas developed in
the region of the Twin Mounds after the Civil War. It waa a
well traveled road for emigrant wagons and Indian iribel groupa
moving south as well as for herds of cattle driven north to
markets in Kansas through a period of over thirty years after
the War. An old battle site near the Twin Mounds became a

liltmcuoperlmmmandmdunned!n\‘knmpmt
Mannford about =ix o'clock in the I 19,

for the night, a Nitle over & mile north of the river. Cnphln Young
in his firnt letter atiached to the Report states, “On the 1B¢n instant,
a little after nighifall, we Were ordered to aaddle up and mount our
horses, and the order was given (o march"”
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tavorite camping ground on this Trail. A eave near these Mounds
wan sgid to be the hiding place for early day outlaws. Alfter the
battle against the outlaws at Ingalls in 1894, some miles away
in the same region of present Payne County, the legend of
outlaw gold buried near the Twin Mounds developed. Some
people said that an Indian whose name was something like
“Opothyahols” had oome in from Texas with a large amount of
gold during the Civil War, and buried it here. Through alt these
stories, the site of an old battle at the Twin Mounds created
interest, and tales about it and the buried gold nearby persisted.
The Payne County Historical Society developed its theory that
Cooper's Confederate forces fought the first Civil War batile
againat the Union Creeks in the Indian Territory on this old
battlefield at the Twin Mounds. This theory hag been supported
by the discovery of camp debris on this site—broken chinaware,
iron stove lids, pieces of iron, powder flasks, etc.

Evidently, history and legend about the Twin Mounds had
aroused discussion among early day settlers in 16827, The writer
in searching the old newspaper files in the Historical Scciety a
few years ago came across an item ahout the Twin Mounds
battle, appearing in The Cushing Heruld (Weekly) published at
Cushing, Oklahoma Territory, ot Friday, June 11, 1897, This
piece apparently was writien by W. J. Rendall, Editor, and
appeara on the editorial page (page 2), in the colurnn “Terri-
torial Squibe™:'7

‘The battle of the Twin Mounds, Payne ¥, tought near the
¢lose of the war between Texas Rangers and some northern men, when
about thirty were killed and wounded, waz oot s0 much a skirmish
between Unlonlsts and Rebels as between certaln Texas cattlemen who
were trying to recapture ithelr large pumber of steers that had been
confiscated by A band ot - d&redwll; from-—somewbere up—north. That
battle put s atop to the tealing of large herds
of marketable beefs.

The proponents of the Twin Mounds site would change the
name of the Baitle of Round Mountain to “Battle of Round
Mountains,” basing this new name on the Exodus Statement and
accounting for the plural of “mountain" for the two mounds in
Payne County. This change in the name does not hold true. The
term "round mountaing” is certainly a misapplication in giving
the description of the Twin Mounds. They are remarkable for
their flat, mesa-like tops, and are almoat identical in height and

37 This item on the Twin Mounds Baitle was copied by The EI Reno
News In its lssue of June 25, 1897, p, 6, ool. 3,




appearance. Furthermore, the Twin Mounds form a topographical
feature that stands alone,

Walter R. 9mith read a paper “Some Legends of Oklahoma™,
before the Oklahoma Education Association in 1926, published in
Chronicles of Oklah (Vol. 4, p. 53) in which the following
story appears:

Juat weat of the town of Jennings, Oklahoma, are & couple of low,
rock strewn hills which bear a marked resemblance to each other.
Around these centars n legend of burled treasure,

With 2 cavalry escort a government paymaster on his way to Fort
Blll camped for the night between these Twin Hlills, Rumora of Indisn
troubles which had caused the eseort to be sent along were confirmed
when the eamp was suddenly attacked that night by s band of Indians.
A defense was hurriedly formed In the rocks on the hills and the
party prepared to hold out untll s messenger could break through
and bring help. All efforts to slip by the Indi were fal and
the diminiahing party was forced to the decision that the only chance
for anyone iay In a bold dssh through the approaching circle of
BRVAgEE.

The money, $11,000 In gold, waz hastlly burled whers It could be
found by those who should escape, and then the dash for freedom
was made. Only five of the entive party sueceeded in breaking through
the net drawn about the camp, but when they returned with the
party which came In purmult of the Indians, they were unable to find
a mark which revealed the location of the burled money. Appearances
indicated that the money had not been discoversd by the Indlans, and
it 1= sald that it has never been found.

APPENDIX A

Brief Blographlea of Douglas H. Cooper, Commander of
the Indian Department, CB.A., and Opothleyahola,
leader of the “Loyal Cresk” allgned with the Undon.

Douglaa H. Cooper, member of an old southern famlly and native
of Mississippl, wrs early ideptified with the progressive Intereste of
rallroad bullding and development of the South. He fought In the
Mexiean Whis-as an officer in the U. 8. Army, and was ldentified with
Jefterson Davis in the beginning of the Stale Rights movement. He was
sppoﬂnted Choctaw Agent In 1853, and was assigned the command of

the Indlan ent, C.B.A, in the field, under Clen. Ben McCulloch,
in 1851. He was hot & miltary man In the stric sense of the word
but wns one of great persons) magoetlim and a leader beloved by
his men He was held In high regard by the Choctaws, and the Chicka-
saws {acting as their Agent, nlso, before the War). He knew well the
Chociaw abd the Chickesaw country clear across present Oklahoms
from Arkansss to the t00th Merjdian but was unacquainted with the
Indian country north of the Arkansas and the Canadian rivers before
1681, Aa an officer, he served layally the Indlan inierests In the Cone
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fedetate Army throughaut the Civil War, and dled at ol Fort Wazhita,
in the Chickasaw Nation, in 1878.—A blography of General Cooper,
by Murlel H. Wright iz found In The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol
AXXTL, Mo, 2 (Bpring, 1953}, pp. 14-184, .

QOpothieyrhola, born shout 1795, was a ber of Tukabahch
Town, the leadlog center of the Upper Oreek Dividon, so called beosuse
1t was made up of the tribal groups lving on the upper courses of the

hee Rlver in Alab and Georgis. The tribal groups living
onl.h,elmr course of thls river were Enown as the Lower Creek
MHyislon, of which Coweta was the leading tribal “town," with members
of the McIntosh family (of Creek-Scot descenti) serving ns chief from
time to time. Opothleyahols wes never a chief but he curly showed hiz
great sbility and powers ws Bo orator in the Creek council meetings.
Before the Treaty of Indisn Bprings, Georgla, In 1825, wa the spesker
for the Little Prince, Chief of the whaole Creek Natlon, he warned
Chiet Wm. MeIntosh not to sign thls wealy that would give up the
Creek landa in Ceorgis. Soon afterward, Wm. McIntosh was killed for
signing tha treaty, over which bitter Teell the
two 1ribal dtvisions that as late as the time of the Civd War marked
thelr allgnment—the Upper Cresks gentrally siding with the DUplon,
and the Lower, with the MecIntoahes still as lead on the side of
the Confederate Btaies. Opoihleyaholn lul.d.e hip home afier coming
to&hnlndun'rerrltwymrnrulhaul.on the Deep Pork abaut six

or e¢ight milea th ch k, in McIntoash County,
He became wu!thyuanesmulaveholderlnutﬂe mi.slaxandfumlw
the river bottom lands He wap in par with tradi

Interests, undltwulnu:kthnthgwunkkmmed “Gouge.” He led
the opposition in the greal councll st Nerih Fork Town with Com-
missloner Albert Pike, and withdrew from ths meeting & few days
before the sligning of the Confederute Treaty an July 10. 1861. A large
part of the Council also withdrew with Opothleyst tng
one-third of the whole Creek Nation (pq’mlat.lon “in 1801 counted st
about 145000, Both his friends and hia enemies smong the Creeks who
attended this Councll st North Potk Town dong remembered Opothley=
ahola's inpasafoned oratory and his great persons)ity in thia meeting
when he led the forces to hold the tlde in favor of the old treaties
wih the United States, After the battles against the Union Creeks
in 1881 and thelr final withdrawsl from the Indian Territory, Opotiley-
alwls remained-in-Kanses siwaye sctive-with-Union offlieTs, dilways
seeking reunion and the organization of all his people Ln thelr home
counitry. the Creek Nation. He died in 1883 st the age of €5 years, and
mhu:ted!nswmdlandbuﬂdmundmuhm heside the grave
of his Kansss.—For notes on the life aof
Opothiesahola nee J\nsle Debo, The Road o Disappearance, {Norman,
1941); and Muriel H. Wright, 4 Guide ¢to the Indian Tribes of Okla~
homa {Norman, 1833),

APPENDIX B
Original letter of Chlef John Ross, in Clvll War Flle

1g41,
Executive Department, C. N.
Parx Hill, Oct, 2th, 1351




To Cot. John Drew
wnd Lt. Col. Wm. P, Rofs
Gentlemen—

I drop you this line In great heste and enclote you s Comemuni-
eation for the Chieta of the Creex Natiom, which you will peruse, to
understand our views on the Bubject of the Creek teudli And which
1 desire should also be b h be!ore the aitention of Col. Cooper
if he should be there In C nd, In the ot Genl, Pike,

1 moat sincersiy regret the Siate of confuslon snd excitement
growing out of the Creex affair, which mlght have been amicably
sdjusted, without all the trouble 1t hax Created if & prudent and wise
eourse had been pursued hy the Creek Authorities — Our Northern
& northwestern [rontiers, should, by all means be guarded without
delay — I 1t was, the danger of & MNorthern Invasion and the move-
ments of emmisaries would be cut off, and the existing Creek fueds
would be more readiy checked & silenced without a Conflict of arms

between them - these umm are called forth in consequence of the

to be maniested
by “our people on the subject. eapecinlly by the inhabitants of qur
frontler Districts — and 1 do hope that your duty at the Creek council
may bo sptedily dispensed with, as the interestz of our People and
Gover a! sifalrs requires your sitention in our own Dear Country!

Yours very respeciiully
Jno. Rofs, PrinT, Chief,
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Payne County Historical Seciety

Officers
tohm Gardiner, President
Bill and Virginia Thomas, Vice President
Helen Maloy, Secretary
Carol Bormann, Treasures

Board of Directors
‘Winfrey Houslon, 1etm expiting 1991
Bill Bryans, term expiring 1991
Ralph McCalmont, lerm expiring 1990
Akos Kovach, term expiring 1989
Heather Llowd, term expiring 1989

Payne County Historical Society is organized in order to bring
together people interested in history and especially the history of
Payne County, Oklahoma. The Society's major function isto discover
and collect any materials that may help to establish or illustrate the
history of the area.

Membership in the Payne County Historical Society is open to
anyone interested in the collection and preservation of Payne County
history. Membershipdues are: annual individual, $10.00; annual fam-
ily, $15.00; annual contributing, $25.00; institutional, $20.00; sus-
taining, $50.00; life, $100.00 paid in one year. Membership applica-
tions and dues should be sent to the treasurer,

All members receive copies of the Review free. In addition, the
Scciety sponsors informative meetings and historical outings several
times during the year.
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