Payne County
Historical Review

Ve

FPAYNE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Volume XXV WINTER/SPRING 2002
No. 1



Contents

Glenn Shirley, Historian
of Law and Order in the Old West ...... ... 3
Carila Chiouber

Moving by Covered Wagon to Oklahoma in 1884 ................. 11
Theodosia Zuck

Formation of the Fayna r.::nuur
The Cimarron Valley Rallroad Museum ... 21

The Pawne County Hisrorical Review, PO. Box 2262, Stillwater,
QK 74076, is published semiannually by the Payne County Historical
Society. It is distributed without additional charge to the members of
the Payne County Historical Society. Single issues, when available,
may be purchased at $3.50 each.

The Payne Courdy Historical Review welcomes readers” com-
ments, news, of requests for information. Family histories, photographs,
or maps are also welcome, No payment is made for articles published
in the Review. For more information about the Payne County Histord-
cal Society, visit the Society's Web site at:

wiww cowboy natinon-profitipchs/






Glenn Shirley, Historian
of Law and Order in the Old West

by
Carla Chiouber

Glenn Shirley was widely considered the foremost authority on
frontier justice in America. He was a Payne County native whose in-
terests and values grew oul of his experiences in the rural Payne County
area in where he was raised.  His death on February 27, 2002, marked
the end of an era in recording the history
of the frontier.

Druring & writing career that spanned
more than & years, with 28 books and
more than 800 articles and short stories
published, Shirley became the country’s
acknowledged expert on law enforce-
meent in the Old West, His history of law
enforcement in Indian Termitory, Law
West of Fort Smith, was first published
in 1957 and is pow in it eleventh print-
ing.

Shirley’s national reputation as a Glenn Shiriey
meticulows researcher resulted in calls
from film-makers like Ken Bums, and he served as a consultant for
several filmed series about the Old West, including the Arts & Enter-
tainment Channel's series The Real Wesr,

Shirley’s rools were deep in the Western culture that provided the
material for most of his books. His grandfather homesteaded in Lin-
coln County, Okdahoma, in 1891, and his father later homesteaded in
New Mexico. In 1915 his parents, Ellis and Effie Enorr Shirley, re-
turned to Oklahoma and moved 1o a farm northeast of Stllwater, where
Glenn was bom on December 9, 1916,

Shirley rode in a covered wagon 1o attend nearby Eureka School,
His love for reading, especially about the West, sometimes led him to

Payne County Histodcal Boview 3



read a Zane Grey novel or a Western pulp magazine instead of his
class assignmenis in study hall,

After praduating from high school in 1935, Sharley began work-
ing at has first job, at the Stllwater Public Library. One day the mayor
called and asked the librarian if she had someone who could answer
the telephone at the police station. Shirley offered to do it, and that is
how be gol his start in police work, a career that laid the groundwork
for his writing.

As a police officer, he became an expert on fingerprints and other
scientific evidence, During his 21-vear career with the Stillwater Po-
lice Department, with time out for service in the Army in North Africa
during World War II, Shirley became captain and then assistant chief
of palice.

Also during thai time, he began writing. Al lirst he wrote Western
fiction stories, but his agent in New York found that “fact detective™
stories sold better, with top rates were five cents a word, and Shidey
was in an ideal job for getting the facts aboul sensational crimes in the
region. 50 for several years he wrole for magazines like True Detec-
tive and Official Detective Stories.

During the 1940°s, though, Shirley returned to his first love, the
Old West, and the 20th century lawman began writing about law en-
forcement in an earlier ime. Because of dme novels and cowboy
movies, hundreds of myths had grown up about the events and charac-
ters of the Western frontier. The field was rpe for someone who knew
how to do carefud research and discern fact from fiction,

Glenn Shirley was well prepared o take on the task of telling the
history of the West's outlaws and lawmen with accuracy. He was an
expenienced detective, and during his early years with the police lorce,
he had studied law and eamed an LLE degree from the Chicago School
of Law.

He said of his legal studies, “That's the best general education
vou could get. Studving law taught me mainly where and how to find
the law, how to do research amd find the facts.”

Searching through old court records and government documents,
as well as old newspapers, frequently yielded the true story of an event
that had become distorted by moviemakers or fiction writers with vivid
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imaginations and little respect for facts.

What Shirtley found, he said, is that truth is more interesting than
fiction. His account of the gunfight in Gunfight af Ingalls, Death of an
Cutiaw Town provides an example. Logends had grown up around the
1893 gun battle between the Doolin-Dalton gang and U.5. Marshals,
but the troe story of the gunfight, Shirley believed, is far more gripping
than the romanticized version.

The writer remembered that early in his career he relied on the
accounts of one old-timer, a self-styled gunfighter who had outlived all
the others. The ald-timer's stones turned ool o be inaccurate, and
Shirley said, “I really took it on the chin" He learned, he said, that
writing about the Old West required detective work. As a writer, he
was constantly forced to evaluate the credibility of his sources,

O Shirley's insistence on accuracy and good story-ielling, John
Toerschke, at one time editor of Western Publications, said, “Glenn
Shirley was among the first historians 1o demonstrate that Western his-
tory could be the subject of serious rescarch and first-rale writing.”

Shirley's first book, Toughest of Them All, was published by the
University of New Mexico Press in 1953, It was followed by Six-Gun
and Silver Star in 1955, also published by the University of New Mexico
Press,
Then in 1957 the book that established Glenn Shirley as one of the
premier historians of the Old West was published by Henry Holt &
Company of New York, That book, Law West of Fort Smitk: A History
of Frontier Justice in the Indian Territory 1834-1896, is now in ils
ninth printing as a Bison Book from the University of Nebraska Press.
It was also reprinted in 1961 as part of the American History Series by
Collier Books, for a total of eleven printings.

As a result of his research for Law West of Fort Smith, Shirley
became involved with the efforts to preserve the Fort Smith historic
site, which is now part of the National Park Service. The city of Fort
Smith honored Shirley for his role in preserving the site of Judge
Parker's court by making him an honorary citizen of Fort Smith.

Shirley also played a key role in preserving another historic site,
ome much closer to home, The Pawnee Bill Ranch, now a state park
that attracts more than 150,000 visitors a year, would probably have
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been sold 1o a private individual and all of the fumishings and other
memorabilia dispersed if not for Sharley's book on Pawnee Bill and his
interesi in saving the ranch for the public.

Shirleysaid that one aflernoon he drove by the ranch shortly after
his book on Pawnee Bill came out in 1958. He saw furniture sitting in
the front yard of the ranch house and stopped to find out what was
going on. The owner, Pawnee Bill's nephew, was getting ready to have
the furpiture auctioned off, and he planned to sell the ranch. Shirley
asked him to delay the sale for just a while.

After a hasty comference with Stillwater's state representative, Jim
Armngton, Shirley managed to get the head of the state tounsm depart-
ment interesied in the ranch, and with support from Pawnee citizens,
the group persuaded the Senate appropriations committee 1o purchase
the Pawnee Bill Ranch and all of its contents for the state of Okla-
homa.

Shirley remembered going to Pawnee Bill's Cld Town with his
dad and watching rodeos and baseball games between Osage and Paw-
nee Indians. He said his dad and Pawnee Bill liked to “talk Republican
politics.” One day Pawnee Bill patted the young Glenn on his head
and said, “You've gof a fine boy, Mr. Shifey.”

Shirley’s onginal 1958 Pawnee Bill, praised by the New York Times
as “a firsi-class biography,” wenl through five printings. The revised
edition issued in 1994 by Western Publications included new historical
photographs and a complete dime novel biography.

After leaving the Stllwater police department in 1957, Shidey
worked for the Payne County sheriff ‘s office for two years. He then
became assistant chief of secunity a1 Oklahoma State University, a post
he held for ten vears, followed by another ten vears as publications
specialist with the Oklahoma State University Press. In 1980, he re-
tired 1o write full ime.

By that time he had published fifteen books, including the highly
regarded biography of U.S. marshal Heck Thomas and the story of
Henry Starr, Last of the Real Badmen, as well as West of Hells Fringe,
an account of law enforcement in Oklahoma Territory published by the
University of Oklahoma Press. Along with the books, he had wrtten
hundreds of anticles and short stories.
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When asked how he found time to do all the research and writing
while working full time, Shirley answered, “You spend your time on
what you want to spend it on,”™

For example, he said, he would work a twelve-hour shifl on the
police force and then wrte another four or five howrs, When he had a
split shift, he could take his son to the ball games, but he always made
regular time for his writing.

Another reason for his impressive output was undoubledly his dis-
ciplined and systematic approach to organizing his research and writ-
ing. Everything was filed in the proper place, and he kept incredibly
detailed records. In Glenn Shirley's office there were no piles of paper
waiting to be filed later.

Instead, his office was filled with cabinet after cabinet of research,
all of it labeled and filed carefully so that he knew exactly where the
information was. In addition, he developed a world-class library of
Western history. Inlater vears, he rarely needed 1o do research in other
libraries because he had the onginal documents or books in his own

Shirley was a founding member of the Stillwater Writers Group
ared & co-founder and past president of the Oklahoma Writers Federa-
tion. He was also 4 member of Western Writers of America; the Na-
tional Association for Outlaw and Lawman History; the Western Out-
law-Lawman History Association; the [nstitute of the Great Plains; the
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum; Associates of West-
ern History Collections, University of Oklahoma; the Oklahoma His-
torical Society; and other state and regional historical societies. He
was also a member of the Amernican Legion.

In 1981 he was inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of
Fame. The U.S. Marshals Service gave him the American Star Award
in 1589, and the University of Oklahoma presented him with the Pro-
fessional Writing Award in 1990, In 1992 Shirley was inducted into
the Oklahoma Professional Writers Hall of Fame, and in 2000 he was
named to the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame by the Oklahoma His-
torical Society. In recognition of his many accomplishments, Stillwa-
ter declared July 29, 1995, as Glenn Sharley Day.

Shirley preferred talking about history and writing, but when ques-
tioned, he referred to his family with quiet pride. His son, Kenneth,
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was & colonel in the air foree who is now retired and lives in Albugueer-
que, New Mexico. His daughter, Glenda, lives in Tulsa. Both are
graduates of Oldahoma State University. His wife, Camrie, worked for
many years in the Payne County court house, first with the Coopera-
tive Extension Service and then in the court clerk’s office. The Shideys
have four grandchildren.

Just weeks before his death, Glenn Sharley"s 28th book, The Mosser
Massacre: The Southwests Greatest Manhunt, was published by Eakin
Press, In spite of the many books he had written, he was not even
thinking of retirement. He once said, “I have more ideas for books
than | can ever write,”

Ind he have a favoriie book? The answer was always, “The one
I"m writing now, when it's finished ™

John Joerschke, one of Shirley's editors, summed up his view of
the writer's work by saying, *Anyone who reads or writes about any
aspect of the Old West as it really was owes Glenn Shirley a tremen-
dous debt.”
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Books by Glenn Shirley

Toughest of Them Al Albuguerque: University of New Maxico Press,
1953

Six-Gun and Sihver Star, Albuquengue: University of New Mexdco Prass,
1855,

Law Wasl of Fort Smih: A Hisfory of Fronfier Justice in the Indian
Territory, T834- 7896 Mew York: Henry Haolt & Company, 1957, curmently
in ita 11th printing by the University of Mebraska Press.

FPawnee Bil. A4 Bography of Gordon W, Lille. Albugquergue: Uinivarsity
of New Medoo Press, 1958, curmantly In & new adition with new historn-
cal photographs, published by Western Publications, Inc., 1994,

Bucksiin and Spurs: A Gailery of Frontier Rogues and Heroes, New
York: Hastings House, 1058,

Quilaw Suesn. The Fantastic True Story of Balle Starr, The Mosf
Notorous Gun-Girl in he West. Darby, Connacticul: Monarch Books,
Ine., 1580,

Hack Thormas, Frondier Marshal: The Slory of a Real Gunfightar.
Philadelphia: Tha Chilton Company, 1982; now edition published by the
University of Oldahoma Press, 15981,

Bom o Kill Darby, Connecticul: Monarch Books, 1963,

Hanry Star, Last of the Real Badmen. New York: David MckKay Com-
pany, 1965; reprinted by the University of Nebraska Press, 1878

Buckskin Joa: The Linigue and Wivid Mamairs of Edward Jonaifan
Hoyt, Hunier-Trapper, Scowl, Soldiar, Showmnan, Frontiersman and
Friend of the ndians 1840-1918. Linooin: University of Nebraska Press,

1866, reprinted 1088,

True Tales of Oklahoma. Oklahoma City: Tha Economy Company,
1867,

Sholgun for Hire: Tha Story of "Daacon” Jim Miller, Killer of Pat Garrmait,
Morman: Liniversity of Cklahoma Prass, 1870 reprinted in paperback
1880,

The Lite of Texas Jack: Eight Years & Criminal—<+1 Years Trusting in
God Quanah, Tecms: Mortax Press, Inc,, 1873,

Aad Yesterdays, Quanah, Texas: Nortex Press, Inc., 1877,
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West of Hall's Fringe. Crime, Criminals and the Federal Pasce Officar in
Cclahoma Tamiory 1888-1807. MNorman: University of Oklahoma Fress,

1678; reprinted in paperback 1550,

Tarnple Houslon, Lawyer with 8 Gun. MNorman; Unlvensity of Oklshorma
Prees, 1980, second printing 1081,

Balla Starr and Her Times: The Literafure, tha Facts, and the Legends.
Morman: University of Oklahorma Prass, 1982, reprinted in paparback
1280

Guardian of the Law: The Life and Timas of Wilkam Aatihew Tiighrman
1854- 1524 Austin, Texas: Eakin Press, 1588

Purpls Sage: The Expiois, Adveniures, and Writings of Palrick
Syfvester McGeanay. Stillwalar, Oklahoma: Barbed Wire Press, 1685,

Halia, Suckar! The Story of Texas Guinan. Austin, Texeas: Eakin Prass,
1688,

Gunlight af ingalis, Death of an Oulfaw Town. Stillwaber, Oklahoma:
Barbed Wire Press, 1980,

Thay Cuirobbad Tham AN The Rise and Fall of the VWidous Marting,
Stiltwater, Odahoma: Barbed YWire Fress, 1002

The Fighting Mariows, Men Who Wouldn't Be Lynched, Fort Worth:
Texas Chrigian Linfvarsity Press, 1864,

Mauradars of the indian Malions: The Bl Cook Gang and Cherckes Bill
Giillwatar, Oklahoma: Barbed ¥Wire Prass, 1564,

Thirtean Days of Tarmor: The Rufus Buck Gang in Indian Tamitory:
Stiflwater, Oldahoma: Barbed Wire Prass, 1864,

The Fourth Guardsman: James Frankin “Bud” Ladbafier, 1852- 15837,
Austin, Texas: Eakin Prass, 1897,

Desparado from Cowboy Flat: The Saga of Zip Wyat, Stillwater,
Ciidahama: Barbad Yira Frass, 15948,

Tha Moasar Magsacre® The Southwast's Greates! Manhunt Austin,
Texas: Eakin Press, 2001.

Tha She-Dawvdl of LaPorte and Oihar Slonas Seldamn Remembernsd — or
Forgoften, Austin, Texas: Eakin Press, 2002
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Moving by Covered Wagon to
Oklahoma in 1894

by
Theodosia B. Zuck

We traded a 40 acre improved farm located in Chautauguea County,
Kansas, fora 160 acre quarier section three miles southwest of Stillwa-
ter, which was then only a new country, more than 50 vears ago. [ shall
try and write a part of my experience in making this midwinter move to
{klaboma.

The Henry Coyles and us had arranged (o make this exchange s
the same time, mecting in Newkirk for the legal transfers. Pulling up
stakes was nol easy with so many home connections in Kansas. Buf it
geems only a shorl ime as [ think back when we were youmg and strong.

My husband, Jonathan Fuck, prepared the old wagon in regular
emigrant style, drawn by three horses, 'We had a Mock of chickens and
three pigs and feed, with provisions for sleeping in the upper part. My
driving horse, Mellie, kind and gentle when hitched to the old top bugey,
wiis really trusty. [ loaded it up with canned fnaits, articles of clothing,
pictures and things [ felt would be needed in my new home.

It was on a sunny afternoon on & Saturday in mid-December when
wie started that day of days | shall never forget. We made the first ten
miles to Mr. Zuck's sister's home, where we spent the first night |
shall never forget that early stan, the next moming, and how Mother
Zuck prayed God's blessing for victory and success on the way. We
spent the second night with friends in Arkansas City, We had a good
rest and | almost was sure everything would be right o the end.

This article we written by Theodosia Zoeck less than a year bafore her death in [547.
Her son Willkass sent ihe manuscript to Dr B B, Chapman, of the Oidahoma A 84
Higtary Department. D Chapman was presidest of the Payne County Historcal So-
cisty af the time,
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Om reaching Newkirk the evening of the third day, the Henry Covles
were there by arrangement for closing the legal papers of the farms.
The moming of the fourth day had a new meaning for now we were
moving o anew home, all ours with no debts and no obligations. The
children were getting tired and fretful and the trails were none oo good
in this Indian reservation. Very few people were residents there.

Towards the late afternoon, my hushand iold me o follow close
behind the big wagon, as it was getting late and darkness was coming
on and soon we would armive at a good spring of water.

All of a sudden, the big wagon rolled up on a high ridge in the
road, and over went the load onto its side, in a moment of time.
The crash and excitement scared MNellie, but before [ leaped out of
the buggy—I placed Johnny in the buggy's bed—I got to my horse’s
head at the right moment and grabbed her bridle and said, "Whoa,
Mellie.” She seemed to understand as | talked to ber, but she would
have tumed back and upset the buggy had I not held her as [ did.

1 recall screaming for help, fearing that Papa was killed and was
under the crash, but he soon called back, "1 am all right!™

In a short ime two men came horseback to our rescue, They had
heard my calls in the cold, frosty evening hours and feared murder.
They were real folks in time of need and lost no time in getting the
wagon righted back on its wheels. Everything seemed to be getting
restored except for the spring of water. Oh, | shall never forget that
cold frosty night and how Willie's earache wormied me. [ tried to keep
his ear warmed, it was not 30 easy to do something with nothing,

Those iwo men who came on hearing my screams when the wagon
tumned over left withowt accepting one cent of pay. Walves in close
range put up an awful wail and our dog, Shep, did his full duty as guard
all through those dark hours. (dd Logan, one of the horses, was so
restless, jerking on his halter against the wagon 0 much. [ couldn't
sleep-

Next moming, the sun was good to see. [ got breakfast over an
outside wood fire and we were wondering how we would gel our chick-
ens back into the pen when all of a sudden, a man and his horse came
dashing along, then turned back and spoke of his desire to help us, as
he noticed the chickens running about,
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This man stayed with us until everyihing was back in itz place and
we were ready to go on our way. He said he was nding 1o Arkansas
City but he always had time to help anyone in need and that without
pay. Without further comment, he mounted his horse and rode away.

My husband and I always felt that the Lord had directed these men
i our “upsel” where few folks lived for many miles and how thankful
we were that nothing was senously wrong, except for water, and that
was soon found after starting anew that moming.

There were few bridges anywhere in Oklahoma, so all streams
and rivers were forded, Papa didn't tell me about the quicksand in the
old Salt Fork stream, 501 just didn't know, He continued on his way as
usual, with no iden of the trouble [ was getting into, when we drove
into that salty stream of water. Old Nellie stopped to drink her fill
when | noticed the waler rising and waler coming inlo the buggy bed. |
knew something was wrong and that unless we got moving we would
all drown. I had a good buggy whip and before that horse would start
moving [ had to give her three hard lashes. Then she gave a hard lunge
to pull us up on good sand, | was 50 scared it made me nearly sick. [
told Papa afterwards that he came very near 10 not having a wife and
boys. Inreply, he said he never thought to tell me about the quicksand
danger, and when we failed to come up the grade, he wondered about
us.

The heavy loaded wagon wheels had cut deep ruts into the old Salt
Fork bed and in this rut we were following. No wonder our lives were
hanging by a namow margin, so I give the good Lord the praise for
saving our lives, [ often have thought of that narrow escape from a
death by drowning, me and my babies,

We continued our covered wagon journey without further mishap.
Al Black Bear we bought a lunch and some hay and com for our horses,
chickens, and pigs.

It was a real thrill to reach Stillwater and my new home. There
was one large balding that stood alone. Jonathan told me that they
had started & college and that this building was called Central.

‘When we finally got oul 1o the place and saw all those hollows
and steepdraws, | didn't think that looked s0 good. Well, later I changed
my mimnd, a5 there was storm protection and good hay and pasture for
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the stock.

When we drove up into the vard in front of the little claim shack,
16" by 24 with a small lean-to kitchen, Jonathan temed to me with a
serious smile and said, "Dosia, this is our new home.” There were no
locks, so we went in o see greal cracks in the sides and there was no
cedling covening, just the bare roof.

I confessed in tears that il was a sad prospect of a home. “How
long will this be necessary before we can start improvements™ [ asked.

“0h, Diosia, it may take ten years before we can do much.” And he
was right, ten years.

S0 | made up my mind right then to do my best and call this our
home, Sod was hauled in to bank up the east and nocth sides. Water
wias hauled by sled and barrel from a well near a creek on Jim Hays'
place for years, and wood was hauled at a distance, from Willow Spring

Onr cash amount on arrival, $18.00, wasn't a lod, but the Lord was
with us. We traded Old Nellie, my driver horse, for a cow. My hen
house was a dugoat on the hillside, so we got along fine.

Yes, somehow, we made our living; our Tamily increased; by death,
we lost none, Owr neighbors were friendly in times of need, and 1 shall
never forget the Sunday school at old Pleasant Valley school house and
the greal interest taken.

50 as the years rolled by we raised lots of stock. Our principal
crops were cotton and kaffir corn. Itz all in a lifetime, how soon we
pass on 1o our reward. You are hardly settled before you are getting
ald.

We can look ahead with hope that this world is not cur abiding
place but that we are seeking a city whose builder and maker is God.
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Formation of the
Payne County Historical Society

Editor s note: The following account is from the archives of the
Fayne County Historical Sociery.

Letters were sent out 10 all the members of the Oklaboma Histor-
cal Society living in Payne County. This list included:

Hon, James E. Berry, Stillwater

Rev, A, 5, Hock, Stillwater

Mrz. E B. Hancock, Yale

Mrs. G. K. Laughlin, Cushing

Judge Freeman E. Miller, Stillwater

Prof. Ben C. Dyess, Stillwater

Mr. O. H. Lachenmeyer, Cushing Citizen, Cushing

Mr. W, F Allen, Stillwarer News, Stillwater

Mr. Ora B. Minnick, Yale Record, Yale

lcelle Wright, Librarian, Okla. A, and M. College

Mr. Norman C. Bridewell, Glencoe Mirror, Glencos

Mr. Otis Wile, Stllwarer Daily Press, Stillwater

These letters were signed by an unofTicial committes composed
of Mrs. C. L. Kezer, Mr. John Hinkel {member) and Mabel D, Holt
{member).

Letters were also sent by this unofficial committee to the follow.
ing non-members:

Mrs. Vida Newcomer, County Superintendent, Payne Co.

The Librarian, Stillwater Public Library

The Librarian, Yale Public Library

Me. Glenn Evler, Perking Journal, Perkins

Mr. E. F. Atkinson, Ripley Review, Ripley

Dr. H. G. Bennett, President, Okla. A. and M. College

Return messages of encouragement were received from Mr. Berry

and Mr. Lachenmeyer. And one announcing that Mrs, Laughlin had
passed away in March, 1939, One letter was even received from lar
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away Portland, Cregon, Mrs. Blanche E. Little hoped that the activities
she cannot undertake will be taken up by ber son, A. W. Little of Cushing.

The commitiee selected Sunday, April 21, 1940, 4% an appropriate
day for the beginning of such an enterprise, owing to the associations
so near 10 this date, the first “opening” on April 22nd. A letter was also
achdressed 1o Mr. James W, ModTin, Secretary of the Oklahoma Histori-
cal Society, asking him for his cooperation and help and he graciously
agreed to make some introductory remarks on the need for such an
organization as a county group in Payne County, and to preside during
the achual process of organizing.

And so the ground work was done,

Sunday, Aprl 21, 1940

Twenty-six interested Payne County people gathered at 3:00 p.m.
and earlier in the East auditorinm of the Stllwater Public Libeary, where
they were greeted by members of the unofficial committee. Mr. and
Mrs. James W, MofTen, Oklahoma City, also attended the meeting.

Those present at the first meeting:

Arnold, Winnie

Barnes, John H.

Basil, M.E.

Bassler, C.5.

Cross, Hays

Duck, Ed. W,

Dryess, Ben C.

Elledge. L. E.

Fry, Charles W.

Hastings, James K.

Henkins, Miss Orva

Hinkel, John W.

Hock, Alvin Scolley

Hock, Mrs. A. S.
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Holt, Mabel D.
Eenworthy, 1. E.
Kezer, C. L.

Kezer, Mrs. C, L.

Markwell, Ethel

Miller, Freeman E.

Pound, Mrs. Alice

Walker, B. (.

Walker, Mrs. B. C.

Wallen, 5. C.

Wedin, Mrs. Frances

Whitienberg, Geo.

Messages had also been received expressing interest in the plan
from:

Caldwell, Mabel

Berry, James E.

Lachwenmeyer, Mr. and Mrs. O. H.

Wright, lcelle

Adter the filling in of cards was completed with names, addresses,
and data of other sors relevani 10 interest in things Oklahoman, Mr.
MolfTint was introduced and asked 1o make a talk indicating somewhat
the scope work in this county could take. This he did quite adequately
with help from his interested audience.

When the organization part of the meeting came, Mr. Molfiit was
nominated for temporary chairman. Seconded Freeman E Miller put
the vole, Carried. Mahel D), Holt was nominated for temporary secre-

A motion was macde that this group present organize and be known
as the Payvne County Historical Society. Seconded and camied.

Nominations were opened for permanent chairman. Before any
nominations were made, a suggestion was made that we elect a Board
of Directors, 2 of 1| year term, 2 of 2 vear term, and 2of 3 vear term,
who should select the officers fior this vear and set the work in motion
This was put in the form of a motion by John W. Hinkel, Mr. James K.
Hastings seconded. Carried
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Nominations were opened for directors, who should draw for terms.
The following were nominated:

Mr. James K. Hastings

Judge Freeman E. Miller

Mrs. M abel D. Holt

Mr. Clarence 5. Bassler

Mrs. . H. Lachenmeyer

Mrs, C. L. Kezer

Motion (by Dyess) was made that nominations be closed and these
people be elected by acclamation. Seconded and carried

Names of interested people who were unable to be present were
given to the group. These included:

“Dad” and Mrs. Swope

Mrs. Edna Eaton Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. O, H. Lachenmeyer, Cushing

Warren Chantry, Perkins

Mrs. T. M. Bemry

Mrs. Jenny Heed

Mr. J, P Hoke

Miszs Mabel Caldwell

Attorney A, W, Litile, Cushing

Methods of bullding up membership were mentioned: members
to recommend others, the secretary to write and notify them of nomi-
nation and invite them to membership, was one. Some form of blank
on this similar to the one used by the state society was sugpested. [t
was also suggpesied thal some statement of the purpose of the organiza-
tion might be run off to be sent to prospective members.

Mrs. Kezer asked for the suggested time of meeting and possible
dues. This was left to the Board of Directors to work ot She also
suggesied the opportunities afforded by the Stillwater Pubdic Library
and the olher city libraries as museum places. She indicated some
exhibits the city library has already started.

Mr. Hastings suggested various activities for the group; the Irving
route, Couch setilement, openings of the various areas, all early sel-
tlers, the history of the court dstrict that once included the Osape res-
ervation, the “turmp winter,” college history, the Ingalls bandits, Payne
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County’s prohibition, oil, archeology. Some of this had been in Mr.
Maoffitt's suggestions. County history and history of the different towns,
living and dead, were mentioned. Mr. Moffitt suggested the possibil-
ity of the use of W.P.A. workers for some of these projects, but no
active imterest in this was evinced.

Mrs. Alice Pound mentioned the Cushing Pioneer Society, of which
she and Mrs. Wedin are members, as a possibility of cooperation with
quite a collection of inleresting materials.

Mrs, Holi called attention to the celebration in Guthrie and com-
mented on the exhibits. She also brought a message from Phi Alpha
Theta, national history honor society, extending their best wishes 1o
the enterprise of the new society and promising their cooperation in
any way desired

A motion to adjourn. Seconded and carried closed the meeting.

Mabel D. Holt,
Acting Secretary

Board of Directors Meeting Aprl 21, 15940

The newly elected board of directors met immediately following
the adjournment of the first meeting of the Payne County Historical
Society. All wene present except Mrs. O, H, Lachenmeyer.

Mr. Freeman E. Miller was nominated chairman of the board, ap-
proved by tacit agreement and Mrs. Holt was similarly selected as sec-
retary.

Slips were prepared and ferms were drawn, resulling:
Miller, 2 year term
Kezer, 3 year lerm
Bassler, 1 vear term
Hastings, 3 vear lerm
Haolt, 1 year term
Lachenmeyer, 2 year term
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Wednesday, May 1st, 3:00 o clock, Stillwater Public Library, were
selected as the next meeting time and place for the board since Mrs,
Lachenmeyer had not been in attendance.

Finances were brought up and costs of mailing out notices were
mentioned. Mra. Holt had used her college mailing privilege for all the
first letiers, but no one thought it wise (o continue such a practice. Mr
Hastings contributed a check for a dodlar for the purpose of stamps.

Meeting adjourned.

Mabel D Halt,
Secrelary
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The Cimarron Valley Railroad Museum

Members of the Payne County Historical Society visited the Cima-
mon Valley Railroad Museum on Sunday, May 5 The Cushing mu-
seum 15 located one and onc-hall miles south of Cushing on South
Kings Highway.

The Cimarron Valley Ratlroad Mussum was established by the Read
family—Robert F. Read, his wife Mazie Cox Read, and their son, Bob
Head, Jr—in 19%). The
Reads moved the Santa Fe
depot from Yale to house
their growing collection of
railroad memaorabilia.

The museum includes
o large collection of kero-
sene burning lanterns, uni-
form items, tmetables,
witch keys, locks, zignal
equipment, dining car ;
china, silver setings, Fred PCHS mamber Jm al-m.nrlur o tha badt,

Harvey items, pictures, ['58ns to Roberi Fead, of the Cimamon Val-

. film, & very g hyhl:lnudllumifn.un:mrnm

sive railroad library, homs

whistles, bells, siation signs, models, coach ilems, pullman items, drink-
ing glasses, badges, conductor caps from all major Chklahoma lines,
Santa Fe dinner chimes, dining car chairs, linens, railroad advertising
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ilems, fire extingua shers, tools, fumitune, stoves, fire cart, official guides,
and many miscellancous items from the rallroad era.

On the grounds outside the museum are an old caboose, an cil tank
car, and a box car believed to be the oldest piece of rolling sstock leftin
Oklahoma.

Robert Read's wife and son have passed away, and be maintains
the museum with the help of Ken Alcom, of Cushing. Admission is
free, but donations are welcome. Appointments to see this fascinating
museum may be made by calling 918-225-1657, 225.3936, or 225-
TRGS,
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Payne County Historical Society

The Payne County Historical Sociely is organized in order 1o bring
ogether people interested in history, especially the history of Payne
County, Oklahoma. The Society’s mapor function is to discover and col-
lect any matenals that may help to establish or illustrate the history of
the arca.

Membership in the Payne County Historical Society is open to any-
one interested in the collection and preservation of Payne County his-
iory. All members receive copies of the Pavme County Historical Re-
view free. In addition, the Society sponsors informative meetings and
historical outings several imes a vear.

e R e p——

Yes, | wanl 1o be a member of the Payne County Histoncal Society.
Enclosed is my check for:

[ $12.00 for Individual Membership

[] $17.00 for Family Membership

[] $20.00 for Institutional Membership

[] $100.00 for Life Membership

EE‘MI?Tinp includes subscriplion to the Payre County Historical
TH.

MName Telephone
Address

City State Zip

Miail 1o

Fayne County Historical Society
FO. Box 2262

Stillwater, OK 74076



PAYNE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

(fficers and Board Members
Officers:
President: Elvis Howell
YVice President: Barbara Dunn

Secretary: Ann Fuhrman
Treaswrer: Lawrence Erwin

Board of Directors:
Bill Bernhardt
Bill Bryans
Carla Chlouber
Adelia Hanson
Gene Hovt
Jim Showalter

Payne County Historical Review
Edilor: Carla Chlouber
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